I REVEAL  THINGS  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  KEPT  3 1 1 1 >. 


Before  they  spring  forth  I tell  you  of  them’ 
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“We  believe  all  that  God  has  reveal- 
ed, all  that  he  does  now  reveal,  and 
we  believe  that  he  will  yet  reveal  many 
great  and  important  things  pertaining 
to  the  kingdom  of  God.”— Joseph 
Smith. 

Such  was  the  declaration  of  Joseph 
Smith,  the  prophet,  Seer  and  revelator 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  who  claimed  to  be 
a “chosen  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
God  to  bring  about  some  of  his  pur- 
poses in  this  dispensation”  He  an- 
nounced the  above  as  one  of  the  car- 
dinal points  of  belief  of  the  church 
which  he  pretended,  to  be  called  of 
God  to  establish,  and  that  principle 
has  been  embraced  in  what  the  Re- 
organized church  has  called  its  “Epi- 
tome of  Faith.”  This  Reorganized 
church  has  permitted  its  self-styled 
“leaders”  to  assert  that  “Primitive 
Mormonism”  is  only  confined  to  the 
three  books — the  Book  of  Mormon, 
Book  of  Covenants  and  the  Bible. 
The  “authorities,”  or  “leaders,”  of  the 
Reorganized — forgetting  the  admoni- 
tion of  Joseph  Smith,  that:  “the  only 
way  to  obtain  truth  and  wisdom,  is 
not  to  ask  it  from  the  books,  but  to 
go  to  God  in  prayer  and  obtain  divine 
teaching” — have  endeavored  to  force 
the  argument  upon  the  world  that 
nothing  is  “Primitive  Mormonism” 
except  that  printed  in  the  three  books 
prior  to  the  death  of  Joseph  Smith. 
Here  the  line  of  deraarkationis  drawn 
by  them  and  all  that  may  be  good  in 
Mormonism  is  twined  into  a crown 
of  glory  and  with  peans  of  praise  laid 
upon  the  otherwise  neglected  grave  of 
Joseph  Smith;  while  that  which  is 
deemed  foul  and  filthy,  and  perhaps 
unpopular,  is  warped  and  woven  into 
the  prophetic  mantle  that  fell  upon 
the  shoulders  of  Brigham  Young. 

Under  the  tenet  of  faith  enunciated 
by  Joseph  Smith,  that  he  and  Mor- 
mondom  believed  “all  that  Gcd  does 
now  reveal,  and  all  that  He  will  yet 
reveal,”  there  could  be  no  such  thing 
as  “Primitive  Mormonism.”  This 
plank  of  the  Mormon  faith  was 
progressive,  and  looked  forward  to 
“great  and  important  things  yet  to  be 
revealed  pertaining”  to  the  Mormon 
faith,  or  “kingdom  of  God.” 

Admitting  the  Book  of  Mormon  to 
be  a revelation  from  God,  and  that 


Joseph  Smith  was  the  inspired  trans- 
lator of  that  revelation,  we  find  that 
it  had  been  revealed  to  the  Mormon 
church  that  they  should 

“Hearken  to  the  word  of  the  Lord: 
for  there  shall  not  any  man  among  you 
have  save  it  be  one  wife:  and  concu- 
bines he  shall  have  none:  For  I,  the 
Lord  God,  delighteth  in  the  chastity 
of  women  and doms  are  an  abom- 

ination before  me:  thus  saiththe  Lord 
of  hosts.  Wherefore  this  people  shall 
keep  my  commandments,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  or  cursed  be  the  land  for 
their  sakes.” 

So  reads  the  Nauvoo  edition  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  (See  Book  of 
Jacob,  chapter  2.  par.  5,  page  126.) 

From  this  quotation  we  learn  that 
God  had  revealed  through  it  to  the  be- 
lievers in  the  B.  of  M.  that  it  was  for- 
bidden to  have  “save  it  be  one  wife.” 
But  this  revelation  through  the  B.  of 
M.  does  not  end  with  the  quotation 
given;  for  if  we  quote  the  next  two 
lines  we  read: 

“ For  if  I will,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  raise  up  seed  unto  me,  I will 
command  my  people ; otherwise  they 
shall  hearken  to  these  things.” 

Joseph  Smith  tells  us  that  “we  be- 
lieve all  that  God  has  revealed,”  and 
we  have  found  that  it  had  been  for- 
bidden to  have  “save  it  be  one  wife;” 
and  by  the  same  revelation  we  have 
also  fouud  that  it  was  possible  that 
God  might  give  further  revelation 
upon  the  subject:— “For  if  I will, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  raise  up 
seed  unto  me,  I will  command  my 
people.” 

So  stood  the  polygamy  question  in 
1830  when  the  Book  of  Mormon  was 
published,  and  “Primitive  Mormon- 
ism” (if  you  will)  says  through  Joseph 
Smith,  as  late  as  March.  1842,  “We 
believe  that  He  [God]  will  yet  reveal 
many  great  and  important  things  per- 
taining to  the  kingdom  of  God.”  Was 
Mormondom  disappointed  in  this  be- 
lief ? Is  there  within  the  three  books 
a revelation  given  after  March,  1842? 
The  last  revelation  printed  in  the 
1864  edition  of  Book  of  Covenants 
bears  date  January  1841.  Had  God 
ceased  then  in  March,  1842,  to  “reveal 
many  great  things  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  We  shall  see. 


ss^FOOTPRIXTS.^^ 

Xot  withstanding  the  B.  of  M.  spoke 
in  so  emphatic  words  against  polyga- 
my, and  left  a proviso,  as  we  have 
seen,  under  which  that  system  might 
possibly  be  introduced,  we  find  that 
along  the  pathway  of  the  history  of 
the  Mormon  church  whilst  following 
its  file  leader,  Joseph  Smith,  there 
were  not  wanting  those  who  charged 
pdygamy  and  “spiritual  wifery”  upon 
the  church  and  its  prophet  and  lead- 
ers, and  that  the  charges  were  in  turn 
denied  both  by  the  church,  its 
prophet  and  leading  men.  As  early 
as  August  17,  1835,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  reply  to  the  charge  of 
polygamy  made  against  the  Church  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints.  On  that  day 
W.  W.  Phelps  read  an  article  ‘On 
Marriage,”  which  was  accepted  and 
adopted  and  ordered  printed  in  the 
Look  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  then 
being  presented  to  a General  assembly 
of  the  church  for  endorsement,  This 
article  on  marriage  is  Section  101  of 
the  Kirtland  edition  (1835)  B„ok  of 
Covenants  and  contains  the  following: 

“Inasmuch  as  this  church  of  Christ 
has  been  reproached  with  the  crime  of 
fornication  and  polygamy  : we  declare 
that  we  believe,  that  one  man  should 
have  one  wife,  and  one  woman  but  onp 
husband,  except  in  case  of  death,  when 
either  is  at  liberty  to  marry  again.” 

The  reader  will  notice  the  peculiar 
construction  of  the  quotation  wherein 
it  says:  J 

“One  man  should  have  one  wife;  and 
one  woman  but  one  husband.” 

W.  W.  Phelps  became  a Utah  Mor- 
man. 

Two  years  later  in  the  history  the 
charge  of  polygamy  still  existed.  This 
fact  appears  in  the  “Elders’  Journal,” 
published  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  Xovem- 
ber,  1837.  In  that  paper  Joseph 
Smith  answers  twenty  questions.  The 
seventh  question  is  as  follows: 

“Do  the  Mormons  believe  in  having 
more  wives  than  one? 

Joseph  Smith  answers: 

“Xo,  not  at  the  same  time.  But  they 
believe  that  if  their  companion  dies 
they  have  a right  to  marry  again.” 

Passing  by  the  years  intervening 
between  1837  and  1812,  our  attention 
is  next  called  to  the  following  in  tbe 
“Times  and  Seasons”  of  April  15, 
1842: 
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“He  [Ilyrum  Smith]  then  spoke  in 
contradiction  of  a report  in  circula- 
tion about  Elder  Kimball,  B.  Young, 
himself,  and  others  of  the  Twelve, 
alleging  that  a sis  er  had  been  shut 
in  a room  for  several  days,  and  that 
they  had  endeavored  to  m uiee  her  to 
believe  in  having  two  wives.” 

Ilyrum  Smith  was  then  followed  by 
his  brother  Joseph.  The  Times  and 
Seasons  says: 

“Pres.  J.  Smith  sp  ike  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  stories  respecting  Elder 
Kimball  and  others,  showing  tbe  folly 
and  inconsistency  of  spending  any 
time  in  conversing  about  such  s.ories 
or  harkening  to  them  for  there  is  no 
person  that  is  acquainted  with  our 
principles  would  believe  such  lies,  ex- 
cept Sharp,  the  editor  of  tbe  Warsaw 
Signal. 

Notwithstanding  the  centals  made 
by  Joseph  and  Ilyrum  Smith  on  April 
6,  1842.  we  find  it  indellibly  stamped 
upon  the  pages  of  the  Times  and  Sea- 
sons for  that  year  that  the  cry  of 
“spiritual  wives”  and  polygamy  was 
not  confined  to  the  Gentiles  alone,  but 
that  the  great  “Joab  in  Israel,”  mayor 
of  the  chartered  city  of  Xauvoo  by 
virtue  of  Mormon  votes,  chancellor 
of  the  Xauvoo  University,  major  gen- 
eral of  the  Xauvoo  Legion  and  quar- 
termaster general  of  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois, John  Cook  Bennett  dec. are  1 
through  the  Sangamo  Journal  and 
St.  Louis  papers  that  a system  of 
“spiritual  wifery' ’ was  taught  by  Jos- 
eph Smith.  Bennett  had  long  been 
extolled  for  his  virtues  and  learning 
by  the  Mormon  press.  In  1841  the 
editor  of  the  Warsaw  Signal  attacked 
the  character  of  Bennett,  who  had 
just  been  appointed  master  in  chan- 
cery by  .Judge  Douglas.  The  Times 
and  Seasons,  the  official  Mormon 
paper,  in  its  issue  for  June  1,1841. 
mounts  the  wall  and  hurls  the  follow- 
ing missile  at  the  accuser: 

“It  is  obvious  that  the  intention  is 
to  make  the  community  believe  that 
General  Bennett  is  a mere  renegrado 
and  ah  that  is  base  in  humanity.  But 
General  Bennett’s  character  as  a gen- 
tleman. an  officer,  a scholar,  and  nhy- 
sician  stands  too  high  to  need  defend- 
ing by  us,  suffice  it  to  say  that  he  is  in 
the  confidence  of  the  Executive,  holds 
the  office  of  Quarter  Master  General 
of  this  state  and  is  well  known  to  a 
large  number  of  persons  of  the  first 
respectability  throughout  the  state. 
He  has  likewise  been  favorably  known 
for  upwards  of  eight  years  by  some  of 


the  authorities  of  the  church , and  has 
resided  three  years  in  this  state.  But 
being  a Mormon  his  virtues  are  con- 
strued into  detects,  and  is  thought  a 
proper  object  or  the  base,  cowardly 
and  ungen clemanly  attack  of  the  editor 
of  the  Signal” 

But  when  Bennett  found  occasion 
to  expose  the  spiritual  wife  business 
through  the  public  press,  the  Times 
and  Seasons,  under  the  editorial  con- 
trol of  Joseph  Smith,  assailed  his 
character  from  “away  back”  most  vio- 
lently. It  not  only  denied  strongly 
the  charge  of  “spiritual  wifery”  and. 
polygamy  made  against  Joseph  Smjth 
but  also"  alleged  that  J.  0.  Bennett 
had  been  cut  off  from  the  church  for 
teaching  a “spiritual  wife”  doctrine 
and  other  things  too  unholy  for  me  to 
utter  here;  and  it  was  also  asserted 
that  Bennett  had  for  a long  time  been 
known  to  Joseph  Smith  to  be  an  im- 
moral and  leacherous  person;  and  also 
that  he  had  been  disfellowshiped  May 
11,1842. 

Bennett  on  the  other  hand  attempt- 
to  show  that  this  disfellowshiping 
took  place  after  the  fact  of  his  leaving 
of  his  own  good  will  the  Mormon 
church.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  truth  in  the  ma  ter,  the  fact  stands 
out  in  bold  relief  upon  the  pages  of 
the  Times  and  Seasons  that  if  Ben- 
nett was  the  vile  person  the  Times 
and  Seasons  endeavored  to  show  him 
to  be — then  that  paper  and  Joseph 
Smith,  its  editor,  were  negligent  in 
duty,  to  the  public  in  failing  to  expose 
Bennett  until  July  1,  and  they  were 
also  negligent  in  duly  to  the  church 
in  failing  to  give  notice  of  the  alleged 
disfellowshiping  until  June  15 — two 
numbers  of  that  official  paper  having 
been  issued  in  the  interim. 

f rom  records  at  hand  if  appears 
that  the  cry  of  polygamy  and  “spirit- 
ual wives”  made  by  Bennett  reverber- 
ated throughout  the  United  States; 
yet  Emma  SmBh  is  made  to  say  by 
her  son,  m her  dying  (?)  testimony, 
that  only  a faint  and  gentle  whisper 
disturbed  her  peaceful  repose  in 
the  beautiful  llauvoo;  only  some  little 
word  was  heard  by  her  in  regard  to 
“spiritual  wives.” 

Leaving  Bennett,  I hasten  on  with 
the  record  by  simply  saying  that 
nearly  all  of  the  more  prominent 
Mormons,  including  Wm.  Law,  F.  M. 
lligbee.  Win.  Marks,  Young,  Kimball 
and  Taylor,  denied  the  charges  then 
made  by  Bennett;  and  it  appears  that 


the  great  Orson  Pratt  and  a few 
others  sustained  the  reports  Sent 
abroad  by  Bennett;  for  1 find  in  Times 
and  Seasons,  Aug.  1,  1842,  that  at  a 
meeting  of  citizens  a vote  was  taken 
to  get  an  expression  upon  the  reports 
calumniating  the  character  of  Joseph 
Smith  and  that  Orson  Pratt  voted  m 
the  negative.  Pratt  then  arose  and 
made  an  explanation  of  his  negative 
vote.  Joseph  Smith  then  asked  him: 

“Have  you  personally  a knowledge 
of  any  immoral  act  in  me  towards  the 
female  sex,  or  in  any  other  way  ? 

Orson  Pratt  answered:  “Personally, 
towards  the  female  sex,  I have  not.” 

B.  Young  then  replied  to  Pratt. 

Wm.  Marks,  in  giving  his  testimo- 
ny in  the  Bennett-Smith  affair  says: 

* * * “I  would  further  state  that 
I know  of  no  Order  in  the  church 
which  admits  of  a plurality  of  wives, 
and  do  not  believe  that  Joseph  Smith 
ever  taught  such  a doctrine.”— T.  & S., 
Aug.  1, 1842. 

The  reader  will  please  remember  the 
last  date  as  we  will  have  further  tes- 
timony from  Marks.  The  Times  ar.d 
Seasons,  Dee.  1,  1842,  contains  a clip- 
ping from  Baltimore  Clipper,  which 
is  evidence  that  the  cry  of  “spiritual 
wifery”  sent  forth  by  Bennett  was  no 
muffled  cry,  so  faint  it  could  not  be 
heard  in  Nauvoo.  This  contains  a 
denial  by  Benj.  Winchester  that  a 
belief  was  had  in  the  doctrine  of  a 

“community  of  wives  and  polygamy,” 
and  he  says  “members  are  confined  to 
one  wife.” 

“He  that  keepeth  the  law  of  God 
hath  no  need  to  break  the  law  of  the 
land,”  is  a silly  song  that  has  been 
sung  by  some  until  it  has  become  as 
stale  as  “Billy  Barlow.”  A more  in- 
teresting song  was  that  sung  by  Jos- 
eph Smith  (T.  & S.  Feb.l,  1843): 

“But  the  great  things  of  God,  which  lie 
showed  unto  me, 

Unlawful  to  utter,  I dare  not  declare; 
They  surpass  all  the  wisdom  and 
greatness  of  men, 

And  only  are  seen,  as  has  Paul  where, 
they  are.” 

This  beautiful  stanza  is  the  77th 
verse  of  a poetical  effusion  entitled 
“A  Vision,”  being  a reply  to  another 
by  W.  W.  Phelps,  the  whole  article 
being  designated  “Ancient  Poetry.” 
What  doctrines  believed  in  by  the 
Prophet  were  “unlawful  to  utter”  is 
left  to  our  own  poetic  imagination,  for 


there  is  not  one  printed  line,  to  my 
knowledge,  above  the  signature  of 
Joseph  Smith,  printed  during  his  life- 
time, in  which  he  taught  the  doctrine 
of  “sealed  wives,”  “spiritual  wives,” 
or  “polygamy.”  The  “burden  of  proof” 
is  thrown  upon  those  who  assert  that 
he  did  secretly  teach  such  doctrines. 
To  convict  him  we  must  follow  his 
trail  and  linger  with  his  “chums” — 
Perhaps  they  will  give  him  away. 

It  would  seem  to  be  useless  to  quote 
Joseph  Smith  further  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  my  purpose  is  to  place  with 
the  reader  all  the  denials  within  my 
reach.  I therefore  insert  the  celebra- 
ted and  oft  quoted 

“notice. 

“As  we  have  been  creditably  inform- 
ed, that  an  elder  of  the  Church  of 
.Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  by 
the  name  of  Hiram  Brown  has  been 
preaching  Polygamy,  and  other  false 
doctrines,  in  the  county  of  Lapeer, 
Michigan,  This  is  to  notify  him  and 
the  church  in  general,  that  he  has  been 
cut  off  from  the  church,  for  his  iniq- 
uity; and  he  is  further  notified  to  ap- 
pear at  the  Special  Conference,  on  the 
Gth  of  April  next,  to  make  answer  to 
these  charges.  Joseph  Smith, 
Hyrum  Smith, 
Presidents  of  said  Church.” 
[Feb.  1,  1844.] 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  of 
the  special  conference  to  show  that 
there  was  any  further  action  in  the 
matter.  Perhaps  Hiram  Brown  wasn’t 
built  that  way,  and  did  not  need  the 
second  “cut  off.”  We  have  in  the 
above  notice  an  exhibit  of  the  po  wer 
of  the  prophet. 

June  l,  1844,  W.  Woodruff  and  Geo. 
A.  Smith  were  at  a conference  held  at 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.  The  conference 
was  “addressed  by  the  president  and 
G.  A.  Smith,  who  forcibly  urged  upon 
their  minds  the  necessity  of  their  pur- 
suing a wise  course  in  relation  to  their 
teachings,  to  let  what  they  called  the 
mysteries  alone.  The  names  of  some 
were  called  as  an  ensample  for  the  rest 
who  had  been  unwise  in  their  teach- 
ing.” etc. — T.  & 8.,  Vol.  5,  p.  580. 

Nauvoo,  March  15,  1844. 

To  the  brethren  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  living  on  China 
('reek, in  Hancock, county.  Greeting: 
Whereas  Bro.  Richard  Hewitt  has 
called  on  me  to  day  to  know  my  view 
concerning  some  doctrines  that  are 
preached  in  your  place,  and  states  to 
me  that  some  of  your  elders  say,  that 
a man  having  a certain  priesthood, 
may  have  as  many  wives  as  he  pleases, 
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and  that  doctrine  is  taught  here:  I say 
unto  you  that  man  teaches  false  doc- 
trine, for  there  is  no  such  doctrine 
taught  here;  neither  is  there  any  such 
thing  practised  here.  And  any  man 
that  is  found  teaching  privately  or 
publicly  any  such  doctrine,  is  culpable 
and  will  stand  a chance  to  be  brought 
before  the  High  Council,  and  lose  his 
license  and  membership  also:  there- 
fore he  had  better  beware  what  be  is 
about.  And  again  I say  unto  you.  an 
elder  has  no  business  to  preach  mys- 
teries in  any  part  of  the  world,  for 
God  has  commanded  us  all  to  preach 
nothing  but  the  first  principles  unto 
the  world.  Neither  has  any  elder  any 
authority  to  preach  any  mysterious 
thing  to  any  branch  of  the  church  un- 
less he  has  a direct  commandment 
from  God  to  do  so. 

Let  the  matter  of  the  grand  councils 
alone:  for  you  are  not  called  to  teach 
any  such  doctrine  - for  neither  you  nor 
the  people  are  capactated  to  understand 
any  such  principle— less  so  to  teach 
them.  For  when  God  commands  men 
to  teach  such  principles  the  saints  will 
receive  them.  Therefore  beware  what 
you  teach!  for  the  mysteries  of  God 
are  not  given  to  all  .men;  and  unto 
those  to  whom  they  are  given  they  are 
placed  under  restrictions  to  impart 
only  such  as  God  will  command  them; 
and  the  residue  is  to  be  kept  within  a 
faithful  breast,  otherwise  he  will  be 
brought  under  condemnation.  By  this 
God  will  prove  his  faithful  servants, 
who  will  be  called  and  numbered  with 
the  chosen. 

And  as  to  the  celestial  glory,  all  will 
enter  in  and  possess  that  kingdom  that 
obey  the  gospel,  and  continue  in  faith 
in  the  Lord  unto  the  end  of  his  days. 
Now,  therefore,  I say  unto  you,  you 
must  cease  teaching  your  miraculous 
things,  and  let  the  mysteries  alone 
until  by  and  bye.  Breach  laith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  repentance  and 
baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins,  the 
laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost:  teaching  the  necessity  of 
strict  obedience  unto  these  principles; 
reasoning  out  of  the  scriptures;  prov- 
ing them  unto  the  people.  Cease  your 
cisms  and  divisions,  and  your  conten- 
tions. Humble  yourselves  as  in  dust 
and  ashes,  lest  God  should  make  you 
an  ensample  of  his  wrath  unto  the  sur- 
rounding world.  Amen. 

In  the  bonds  of  the  everlasting  cov- 
enant, I am  your  obedient  servant, 
Hyiium  Smith. 

[From  Times  and  Seasons,  March  15, 
1844.] 

The  reader  will  notice  that  while 
the  letter  denies  that  “a  man  having 
a certain  priesthood,  may  have  as 
many  wives  as  he  pleases,”  there  is 


also  the  admission  that  there  were 
mysteries,  and  that  it  required  a spec- 
ial command  from  God  for  an  elder 
to  preach  such  mysteiies,  “for  the 
mysteries  of  God  are  not  given  to 
ail  men;  and  unto  whom  they  are 
gi\eu  they  are  placed  under  re- 
strictions to  impart  only  such  as 
God  will  command  them,  the  residue 
is  to  be  kept  in  a faithful  breast.” 
Were  these  mysteries 

“The  great  things  of  God  which  were 
showed  unto  me,  [Joseph  Smith] 

U nlawf ul  to  utter,  I dare  not  declare  ?” 
The  Laws  are  “red  hot  for  conspir- 
acy”—“Cease,”  says  Hvrum,  “your 
schisms  and  divisions  and  contentions” 
“lest  God  should  make  you  an  ensam- 
ple  of  his  wrath  unto  the  surrounding 
world.”  “Let  the  mysteries  alone 
until  by  and  bye.” 


State  of  Illinois, 

Hancock  (Jo. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Daniel 
IT.  Wells,  acting  justice  of  the  peace, 
in  and  for  said  county,  Abiathar  B. 
Williams,  who  being  duly  sworn  ac- 
cording to  lawdeposeth  and  saith,  that 
on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  March,  A. 
D.  1814,  Joseph  TI.  Jackson  came  to 
my  house  and  requested  me  to  walk 
with  him,  which  I did.  During  the 
time  we  were  walking,  said  Joseph  H. 
Jackson,  said  that  he  was  then  coming 
from  Mr.  Law’s;  that  there  was  going 
to  be  a secret  meeting  in  the  city  of 
Nauvoo,  probably  tomorrow  evening; 
but  as  it  was  not  decided  lie  could  not 
say  positively  as  to  time,  but  he  would 
inform  me  in  season.  The  said  Joseph 
IT.  Jackson  said  that  Doctor  Foster. 
Ohauncy  Higbee  and  the  Laws  were  red 
hot  for  conspiracy  and  he  should  not 
be  surprised  if  in  two  weeks  there 
should  be  not  one  of  the  Smith  family 
left  in  Nauvoo.  * * He  related  some 
things  which  he  stated  Doctor  Foster 
had  said  relative  to  his  family.  * * 
* * * A.  B.  Williams. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me 
this  27th  day  of  March,  A,  D 1814. 

Daniel  H.  Wells,  J.  P.  [L.  S .]” 

A strange  silence  has  come  over 
the  Times  and  Seasons.  A First 


President  has  apostatized  and  the 
official  paper  is  silent  aa  the  dead  of 
Egypt.  Not  till  its  May  15th  issue 
does  it  give  us  any  light  upon  the 
matter,  from  that  issue  I cull  the 
above  affidavit,  and  1 have  done  this 
for  the  reason  that  it  has  been  re- 
cently stated  that  Win.  Law’s  action 
was  influenced  by  bis  having  been  dis- 
fellowshiped.  By  the  affidavit  above 
we  see  that  on  March  15,  the  same 


day  Hyrum  Smith  wrote  his  letter, 
the  Laws  were  “red-hot  for  rebellion” 
If  the  Mormon  “leaders”  of  that  day 
and  this  could  be  made  to  see  that 
Jesus ^ bad  withdrawn  himself  from 
them,  I have  not  the  least  doubt  but 
we  would  soon  read  a notice  certify- 
ing that  he  had  been  “cut  off  for  un- 
christian-like conduct.”  The  Laws 
were  in  rebellion  March  15,  and  not 
until  April  15th  Times  & Seasons 
do  we  behold  the  guillotine,  drop  and 
then  it  is  dated  April,  18 

Nauvoo,  April  18, 1844. 

Robert  D.  Foster,  Wilson  Law,  Wil- 
liam Law,  and  Jane  Law,  of  Nauvoo; 
and  Howard  Smith,  of  .Scott  county, 
Illinois,  for  unchristian  like  conduct 
are  cut  off  from  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  by  the 
authorities  of  sod  church,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  the  Times  and  Seasons. 

W.  Richards, 
Church  Recorder. 

I was  on  only  one  occasion  in  the 
presence  of  Emma  Smith,  “The  Elect 
Lady,”  and  on  that  occasion  I heard 
her  remark:  “William  Law  was  a good 
man,  but  he  acted  queer  in  the  end.” 
What  was  this  notice  of  excommuni- 
cation? It  was  simply  a scalping- 
knife,  nourished  to  destroy  whatever 
influence  Law  might  have;  and  this 
scalping  knife  has  lately  been  flourish- 
ed to  destroy  bis  recent  testimony. 
A few  months  ago  a man  went  into 
the  Publishing  House  of  the  Reorgan- 
ized and  requested  that  his  name  be 
droped  from  the  list  of  membership, 
Public  notice  was  given  that  his  case 
be  looked  into  and  the  scalping-knife 
applied.  He  that  reads  the  record 
of  Mormonism  in  its  own  publications 
who  fails  to  see  the  scalping-knife’s 
gleam  is  blind  indeed. 

“Let  the  mysteries  alone  until  by 
and  bye.”  says  Hyrum  Smith.  Above 
the  date  March  26,  1844,  Joseph  Smith 
memorialized  and  petitioned  congress 
to  empower  him  to  raise  100,000  volun- 
teers and  transport  them  to  the  “bor- 
ders of  the  United  States  and  territo- 
ries,” and  that  he  be  “constituted  a 
member  of  the  United  States  army.” 
This  document  was  presented  to  con- 
gress May  25,  1844,  by  the  Hon  John 
Wentworth  of  Chicago,  and  created  an 
uproar  of  laughter.  — See  Prophet , 
June  1,  1844. 

The  Times  and  Seasons  for  April  1, 
1844.  edited  by  John  Taylor,  refers  to 
“J.  C.  Bennett’s  spiritual  wife  system” 
and  denies  that  any  “iniquity  is  prac- 
tised, much  less  sanctioned  by  the 
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Church  of  Jesus  Christ  Latter-day 
Saints,”  and  further  says: 

“If  any  man  writes  to  you,  or 
preaches  to  you  doctrines  contrary  to 
the  Bible,  Book  of  Mormon,  or  the 
Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  set 
him  down  as  an  impostor.” 

My  reader  may  not  know  that  the 
Book  of  Covenants  referred  to  by  Tay- 
lor was,  and  now  is.  an  elastic  book, 
capable  of  being  stretched  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  any  new  revelation;  and  as  I 
have  endeavored  to  show  in  the  begin- 
ning, it  was  promised  “that  God  would 
yet  reveal  many  important  things  per- 
taining to  the  kingdom  of  God.”  No 
two  editions  of  this  book  have  been 
just  alike.  The  Utah  edition  now  con- 
tains the  “Celestial  Revelation,”  The 
editions  of  1841  and  1845  did  not.  The 
evidence  to  me  is  that,  in  1844,  the 
“Celestial  Revelation”  was  known  in 
“secret  chambers.” 

Among  those  who  testified  in  favor 
of  Joseph  Smith  against  John  C.  Ben- 
nett in  1842  were  William  Law  and 
F.  M.  Higbee.  They  have  deserted  him 
and  the  Times  and  Seasons,  May  15, 
contains  the  record  of  a trial  had  in 
the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of 
Nauvoo,  111.,  wherein  it  appears  that 
Francis  M.  Higbee  had  brought  suit  in 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Hancock  county 
against  Joseph  Smith  for  defamation 
of  character,  claiming  $5,000  damage. 
In  answer,  Joseph  Smith  petitioned 
for  and  obtained  from  the  Municipal 
Court  of  Nauvoo  a writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  which  granted  Higbee  the  op- 
portunity to  appear  before  the  Munic- 
ipal Court  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  to 
show  cause  why  Smith  should  not  be 
liberated.  Higbee  did  not  appear 
either  by  himself  or  counsel.  J.  C. 
Styles  and  Sidney  Rigdon  acted  as 
counsellors  for  Smith.  The  complex- 
ion of  the  court  was  as  follows:  N.  K. 
Whitney,  acting  chief  justice,  D.  H. 
Wells,  Wm.  Marks,  Orson  Spencer,  G. 
W.  Harris,  Gustavis  Hills,  Geo.  A. 
Smith  and  Samuel  Bennett,  associate 
justices,  presiding.  The  witness  for 
Smith  were  Jos.  Smith,  Hyrum  Smith, 
B.  Young.  Sidney  Rigdon,  Mr.  Whee- 
lock,  H.  J.  Sherwood,  H.  C.  Kimball, 
Joel  S.  Miles  and  Porter  Rockwell. 
Witnesses  for  Higbee:  None— no,  not 
one.  The  witnesses  appear  to  have 
had  unbridled  license,  bringing  in  the 
names  of  Bennett,  Foster,  the  Laws 
and  others  not  parties  to  the  suit.  Mr. 
Wheelock  testified  that  Mr.  Blakely 
[James  Blakeslee,  afterwards  an  apos- 
tle of  the  “New  Organization,”  later 
known  as  the  Reorganized  church,] 
had  apostatized  and  had  said  he  had 
seen  affidavits  of  the  guilt  of  Mr. 


Smith.  In  the  same  number  of  Times 
and  Seasons  notice  is  given  that  James 
Blakeslee.  Francis  M.  Higbee,  < haries 
Ivans  and  Austin  Cowells  have  been 
cut  off  by  the  High  Council  for  apos- 
tacy.  Joseph  Smith  testified  to  inde- 
cent acts  committed  by  Dr.  Foster,  F. 
M.  Higbee  and  J.  C.  Bennett;  in  fact 
the  testimony  given  is  unfit  for  pub- 
lication in  this  religious  pamphlet;  it 
can  be  found  m Times  and  Seasons. 
In  his  testimony  Jos.  Smith  found  oc- 
casion to  testify  **of  what  occurred  a 
long  time  before  J.  C.  Bennett  left  this 
city,”  and  yet,  knowing  what  he  then 
swore  to,  he  used  Francis  M.  Higbee 
as  a witness  against  Bennett  in  1842. 
The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  was 
directed  at  tho  character  of  Higbee 
and  others.  The  court  held  that 
Francis  M.  Higbee’s  character  having- 
been  shown  to  be  infamous,  the  court 
is  convinced  that  this  suit  was  institu- 
ted through  malice,  piivate  pique  and 
corruption.” 

The  Times  and  Seasons  says:  “Two  of 
Mr.  Smith’s  most  important  witnesses 
being  out  of  the  city  on  the  day  of  the 
trial,  we  subjoin  their  affidavits.”  I 
I have  already  given  part  of  Abiathar 
B.  William’s  affidavit.  M.  G.  Eaton’s 
was  taken  same  date  and  place  with 
A.  B.  Williams’.  I extract  from 
Eaton’s:  On  March  15  he  and  Jos.  II. 
Jackson  went  to  the  Keystone  store; 
found  there  Dr.  Foster  and  one  of  the 
Higbees;  thought  it  was  Chauncey 
Higbee.  * -‘Higbee  commenced  talk- 
ing about  the  spiritual  wife  system. 
He  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  some  of 
the  elders  had  ten  or  twelve  apiece. 
He  said  they  married  them  whether 
the  females  were  willing  or  not;  and 
they  did  it  by  recording  the  marriage 
in  a large  book;  which  book  was  sealed 
up  after  the  record  was  made  and  was 
not  opened  for  a long  time,  probably 
not  until  the  husbands  of  those  who 
were  thus  married  were  dead.  They 
would  then  open  the  book  and  break 
the  seals  in  the  presence  of  those  fe- 
males, and  when  they  saw  their  names 
recorded  in  that  book  they  would  be- 
lieve that  the  doctrine  was  true.”  * 
Eaton  testified  further  that  at  the 
store  R.  D.  Foster  represented  that  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  seduce— [a 
lady]— by  preaching  to  her  a spiritual 
wife  doctrine. 

At  a conference  held  in  New  York 
City.  April  3 and  4,  1844:  “William 
Smith  arose  and  addressed  the  saints 
at  great  length  upon  certain  reports 
abroad  among  the  Saints. — Times  and 
Seasons , Vol . 5 page  526. 

I have  followed  the  Times  and  Sea- 
sons down  to  the  Dead  Line  in  the 
history.  Before  we  cross  the  dead  line 


Joseph,  the  younger,  would  have  us 
believe  that  “Primitive  Mormonism” 
and  his  father’s  tried  and  true  friends 
were  all  virtue  and  truth -1 

ACROSS  THE  DEAD  LINE 
lie  would  have  us  believe  that  the 
foul  bullets  that  laid  his  father  “smit- 
ten like  a,  tree  that  falls  by  the  vivid 
shaft  of  lightning”  robbed  the  “special 
witnesses,’  (called  by  his  father)  of  ail 
virtue  arid  truth,  and  that  they  imme- 
diately conspired  to  fasten  the  stigma 
of  Polygamy  upon  his  father,  and  that 
they  who  had  clung  to  him  “through 
good  and  evil  report”  had  now  become 
his  enemies. 

Along  the  grand  march  of  Mormon- 
ism  had  straggled  from  the  ranks 
Oowdery,  vv'hitmer  and  Harris,  who 
had  believed  the  Book  of  Mormon  be- 
fore it  was  translated,  and  who  in 
the  q uiet  opening  in  the  woods  of  New 
Y ork,  while  ‘sitting  on  a log”  “kneel- 
ing in  prayer,”  had  beheld  the  angel 
descend  and  “lay  upon  a table,”  while 
“holding  in  his  hands,”  the  golden  tab- 
lets. McLellin,  the  Johnsons,  Marsh, 
Williams, i Avard  and  Hinkle  had  also 
lagged  with  “Company  Q.”  In  lieu  of 
these  had  been  gathered  the  Laws, 
Bennett,  the  Higbees  and  Ifoster— and 
they,  too  had  gone  out  from  the  ranks 
of  the  Mormon  host.  But  the  Twelve 
had  clung  to  the  “rod  of  iron”  and  fol- 
lowed their  beloved  Prophet  down  till 
the yigh tiling’s  flash— Now,  they  are 
traitors  and  enemies,  and  from  their 
fields  of  labor  they  gather  around  and 
stamp  upon  his  cold  brow  "Polvgamy.” 
The  “burden  of  proof”  grows  lighter. 
What  if  a brother  should  betray  him? 

The  omiiious  cloud  seen  arising 
upon  the  horizon  by  the  Gentiles  in 
1835  had  become  a roaring  whirlwind; 
the  muttering  thunders  were  heard  in 
Nauvoo  and  Kalamazoo,  iu  New  lTork 
City  and  Lapeer  county,  Michigan; 
the  fiat  had  gone  forth  to  “cease 
teaching  your  miraculous  things”  and 
to  “leave  the  mysteries  alone  until 
by  and  bye;”  the  “Ark  of  God”  was 
tumbling  and  the  “man  of  God,”  who 
had  been  ‘ called  and  appointed,”  had 
put  forth  “his  hand  to  steady  the  ark 
of  God”— the  lightning  flashed,  and 
‘like  a tree  smitten  by  the  vivid  shaft 
of  lightning,”  Joseph  the  Prophet  lies 
dead,  and  the  ’’church  rejected  with 
its  dead.”  But  where  was  the  “One 
Mighty  and  Strong?”  His  “bowels” 
should  be  “a  fountain  of  truth” — 
Surely  he  is  not  Joseph  the  younger, 
whose  statements  I “have  sought  to 
invalidate  by  letters  and  slips”  when 
the  channel  of  communication  was 


closed  against  me — But,  there  were 
to  be  those  “like  unto  the  children  of 
the  priests,  the  children  of  Habaiah, 
the  children  of  Barzillai,  .which  took 
a wife  of  the  daughters  of  Barzillia 
the  Gileadite,  and  was  called  after 
their  name.  These  sought  their  reg- 
ister by  genealogy,  but  they  were 
not  found;  therefore  were  they,  as 
polluted  PUT  FROM  THE  PRIESTHOOD.” 

(The  next  verse  in  the  “Inspired” 
Tra  ‘slation  (Ezra  2:63)  tells  us  fur- 
ther of  these): 

“And  the  Tirshatha  said  unto  them, 
that  they  should  not  eat  of  the  most 
holy  things,  till  there  stood  up  a priest 
with  TJrim  and  Thummim .” 

Now,  Joseph  the  younger,  show  up 
the  goggles  ! 

At  a conference  held  in  Philadel- 
phia Aug.  31  and  Sept.  1, 1844:  Wm. 
Smith  was  made  president  of  confer- 
ence. * * “after  which  followed  a 
spirited  address  (dictated  by  the 
spirit  of  holy  zeal)  by  the  President, 
on  the  subject  of  dissensions  and  divis- 
ions in  the  Church,  the  spirit  of  perse- 
cution, and  of  casting  reflections  upon 
the  authorities  God  has  chosen  to  be 
his  special  witnesses,”  etc. 

* * “He  took  occasion  to  reprove 
Elder  B.  Winchester  for  his  course 
against  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve,  in 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  other 
places;  Elder  Winchester  arose  before 
the  church  and  stated  that  the  Quorum 
had  slandered  him,  had  taken  his 
license,  that  he  had  spent  400  dollars 
in  going  and  returning  from  Nauvoo 
and  other  places  to  attend  to  charges 
preferred  against  him,  and  that  the 
Twelve  had  never  explained  the  rea- 
son why  he  was  suspended;  and  many 
ther  charges  against  them  too  ridicu- 
lous to  mention.  He  states  as  reasons 
that  he  will  not  sustain  the  authori- 
ties of  the  church,  or  go  out  to  preach 
the  Gospel.” 

Here  are  troubles  referred  to  in  the 
Prophet  of  Sept,  14,  1844.  which  lap 
over  the  dead  line  more  than  two 
years.  The  last  sentence  shows  that 
an  attempt  was  made  to  suppress.  At 
this  conference  Elders  Winchester, 
Wharton  and  McClane  refused  to 
uphold  the  Twelve.  The  members 
of  the  Twelve  who  had  been  in  the 
east  preaching  Jeffersonian  gospel  on 
learning  that  Joseph  was  killed 
had  flocked  to  Nauvoo,  William  Smith 
alone  remained  in  the  east. 

At  a conference  held  in  New  York 
City,  Sept.  4,  1844;  “Elder  [William] 


Smith  arose  and  said  there  were  many 
things  that  gr.eved  him, --he  said  that 
it  appeared  that  he  was  most  unfortu- 
nate in  most  things  since  he  had  b *en 
in  the  city — thought  it  strange  that 
elders  should  give  credence  to  such 
stories— had  LAST  WINTER  proven 
them  false  by  the  very  individuals  who 
originated  the  stories  against  him  be- 
fore the  conference;  he  had  toid 
openly  all  the  MYSTERIES  to-day 
that  he  had  ever  made  known  to  any 
of  them — no  one  could  say  aught 
against  him  in  this  city,  he  therefore 
had  nothing  to  repent  of.— Times  and 
Seasons,  VoL  5,  page,  681. 

-MYSTERIES!  ” What  means  this 
weird  word  that  stares  us  in  the  face 
like  the  Red  Hand  on  the  antique 
walls  of  Yucatan?  “Let  the  myste- 
ries alone  until  by  and  bye,”  said 
Hyrum  Smith;  and  George  A.  Smith 
urged  the  Kalamazoo  Saints  to  “let 
the  mysteries  alone”  and  called  out 
the  names  of  some  “who  had  been 
unwise  in  their  teaching.  Were 
these  mysteries 

“The  great  things  of  God,  which  he 
showed  unto  me,  [Joseph  Smith] 
Unlawful  to  utter,  I dare  not  declare  ?” 

In  the  year  1878,  in  Plano,  Illinois, 
William  Smith  said:  “I  have  taught 
nothing  but  what  my  brother  Joseph 
taught  me.”  What  were  the  stories 
proven  false  “last  winter”  (1843  44)  by 
William,  ard  what  were  the  “myste- 
ries he  had  told  today”  (Sept,  4,  1844)  ? 
We  shall  s^e. 

“OFFICIAL  NOTICE. 

To  the  Saints:— “Beloved,  believe  not 
every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits,  whether 
they  are  of  God,”  and  beware  of  false 
prophets,  which  come  to  you  in  sheep's 
clothing,  but  inwardly  they  are  raven- 
ing wolves:”  “wherefore,  by  their  fruits 
you  shall  know  them.”  It  has  become 
my  painful  duty,  for  the  rolling  on  of 
the  cause  of  truth,  to  say,  that  not- 
withstanding our  brethren  have  been 
murdered  by  false  brethren  (apostates), 
by  fault  finding  saints,  that  there  still 
remains  some  who  are  determined  to 
continue  the  work  of  destruction,  de- 
ceiving the  unwary,  and  leading  off  the 
hearts  of  the  simple,  by  charging  the 
servants  of  God  falsely.  Among  this 
number,  is  our  once  beloved  brother 
Benjamin  Winchester,  whose  course 
for  some  two  or  three  years,  has  been 
more  or  less  censurable,  (as  all  the 
heads  of  the  Church  will  bear  me  wit- 
ness.” of  which  a full  account  will  be 
published  hereafter,  if  necessary.  The 
object  of  this  brother  is  best  known  to 
to  himself:  he  gives  as  a reason  for  his 
opposition  to  the  constituted  authori- 


ties of  tlie  Church,  the  (by  him)  sup- 
posed existence  of  certain  h nvsies  i i 
the  Cuurch,  charged  upoi.  the  heads 
or  ;i  few  individuals;  and  this  1 con- 
sider slanderous  nd  will  repel.  And 
1 hereby  notify  Elder  Benjamin  Win- 
chester, that  his  services  are  no  longer 
required  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Chn  t, 
unless  he  repents,  and  that  he  is  for- 
bidden to  preach  [6  or  7 day  before  he 
refused  to  "uphold  the  Twelve”]  any 
longer  in  the  name  of  the  Latter  Day 
Saints..  “All  liars  shall  have  their  part 
in  the  lake  which  burnetii  with  tire.” 
and  that  the  S lints  in  Philadelpnia 
may  know  how  much  confidence  they 
may  put  in  this  Lump  of  Perfection, 
let  them  remember  the  charges  he 
made  against  certain  brethren  in  New 
Y’ork,  from  whom  I have  received  the 
following  certificate,  proving  the 
falsity  of  said  charges. 

William  Smith. 

New  York.  Sept,  6th,  18 14.  — To  all 
whom  it  may  concern: 

This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  under- 
signed, did  not  directly  or  indirectly 
teach  or  profess  belief  in  the  plurality 
of  wives  to  Elder  Benjamin  Winches- 
ter, and  further  certify  that  Elder 
Winchester  did  speak  disrespectfully 
of  the  authorities  of  the  Church  (viz 
the  Twelve),  and  also,  that  Elder  Benj- 
amin Winchester  endeavored  to  sow 
discord  among  the  brethren  by  accu- 
sing them.  We  also  certifiy  that  we 
never  told  said  Winchester  that  any  of 
the  Twelve  had  taught  such  doctrine 
to  us.  In  testimony  whereof,  in  truth, 
we  set  our  hands  and  seals. 

A E.  Wright,  Samuel,  Brannan, 

G.  J.  Adams,  Thos.  Braid  wood, 
William  H.  Miles. 

N.  B.— It  must  be  obvious  to  all, 
that  B.  Winchester's  conduct  and 
course  against  the  Twelve  lies  cloaked; 
the  mystery,  then,  is  not  in  the  above 
charges,  but  a desire  on  his  purt  to  d(  - 
stroy  the  Twelve  and  the  Philadelphia 
Church,  for  various  reasons  which  will 
be  given  at  the  proper  time.” — From 
The  Prophet,  Sept.  14,  1844. 

Another  scalp  is  hung  up  to  dry, 
and  another  gospel  warrior  leaves  the 
ranks  of  the'Mormon  host. 

In  reply  to  Rigdonite  charges,  Orson 
Hyde  said: — “Wo  to  the  man  or  men 
who  will  thus  lie  to  injure  an  inocent 
people!  The  law  of  the  lana  and  the 
rules  of  the  church  do  not  allow  one 
man  to  have  more  than  one  wife  alive 
at  once,  but  if  any  man’s  wife  die,  he 
has  a right  to  marry  another,  and  to 
be  sealed  to  both  for  eternity,  to  the 
living  and  the  dead.” — T.  & S.  Nov.  15, 
1844. 

Let’s  see,  didn’t  Chauncey  Higbee 
say  something  about  “sealing”  wives, 
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On)  page  6.)  Now,  wasn’t  this  sealing 
for  time  as  well  as  eternity?  And 
could  weak  sisters  who  had  married 
outside  of  the  faith  be  sealed  for  eter- 
nity? 

B.  Young.  April  6,  1845,  said:— “I 
tell  you  the  truth  as  it  is  in  the  bosom 
of  eternity;  and  I say  so  to  every  man 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth;  if  he  wishes 
to  be  saved  he  cannot  be  saved  without 
a woman  by  his  side,  This  is  spiritual 
wifeism;  that  is  the  doctrine  of  Spirit- 
ual Wives.— T.  & S.  July  15,  1845. 

Ah,  there!  cries  Joseph,  the  younger, 
Brigham,  you  are  introducing  new 
doctrine.  Guess  not,  says  Brigham', 
Brother  Phelps  introduced  that  doc- 
trine in  1835  and  it  was  ordered 
printed  in  the  Book  of  Covenants  that 

“One  man  should  have  one  wife,  and 
one  woman  but  one  husband”— 

Now,  tel)  your  Reorganized  Primitive 
bachelors  “they  cannot  be  saved  with- 
out a woman  by  their  side.” 

At  Boulogne-sur-mer,  Prance,  John 
Taylor  said:— “We  are  accused  here  of 
polygamy,  and  actions  the  most  indel- 


icate, obscene  and  disgustiing,  such 
as  none  but  a corrupt  heart  could  have 
contrived.  These  things  are  too 
outrageous  to  admit  of  belief. 

In  March,  1850,  in  a discourse  before 
the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Hon.  Thomas  L.  Kane,  a friend  to 
the  Mormons  in  the  hour  of  distress, 
said:— I am  asked  to  explain  or  jasdKy 
the  Mormon  Creed  I will  hav3  noth* 
ing  to  do  with  it.  It  is  enoug  h for  SB3 
to  say  that  it  does  not  manifest  itS3lf 
externially  by  the  Pythian  ravings  or 
Elusinian  hocus  pocus  of  new  relig- 
ions, nor  the  pageantry  of  mumming 
of  those  sometime  established;  that 
its  communicants  cultivate  no  myste- 
ries or  double  faiths;  and  that  I cer- 
tainly think  they  are  to  be  believed  in 
their  exposition  of  it.” 

Thomas  L.  Kane  had  further  to  say 
upon  the  subject  in  a letter  to  Presi- 
dent Fillmore  and,  if  I remember  right 
William  Smith  is  also  mentioned. 

Old  Saul  of  Tarsus  said  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago:  “In  the  latter 
times  some  shall  depart  from  the  faith, 
giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits  and 
doctrines  of  devils:  teaching  lies  in 
hypocrasy.” 


“We  believe  that  he  will  yet 
reveal  many  great  and  important 
things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of 
God.”— Joseph  Smith. 

I have  endeavored  to  show*  that  all 
along  the  line  of  march  of  the  Mor- 
mon Priesthood,  its  Prophet  and 
leaders  had  been  almost  continually 
charged  with  a belief  in  a spiritual 
marriage  doctrine,  and  that  their  be- 
lief was  not  confined  to  eternity,  but 
was  of  the  earth  earthly — in  otner 
words,  it  was  “Polygamy.”  So  strong 
had  been  the  denials  that  when  in 
January,  1850,  a petition  signed  by 
Isaac  Sheen,  William  Smith  and 
others  was  presented  in  the  United 
States  Senate  against  the  admission 
of  the  “State  of  Deseret,”  the  Repub- 
lic and  Globe,  of  Washington,  editori- 
ally discussed  the  matter  and  declared 
the  people  of  Utah  innocent  of  the 
charge  of  Polygamy. 

Jason  Briggs,  the  apostle  and  church 
historian  of  the  Reorganized  church, 
in  his  history  of  that  organization, 
tells  of  a Lineal  church  that  existed 
in  Illinois  under  the  leadership  of 


William  Smith,  Hook,  Wood  and 
others.  Among  many  things  he  writes: 

“October  6th  of  that  year  (1851),  they 
threw  off  the  mask,  in  a council  called 
at  Priests’  Lodge,  and  confessed  to  the 
belief  and  practice  of  polygamy  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.”  * * 

This  led  Briggs  into  deep  thought, 
and  he  received  a revelation  (Nov. 
18,  1851),  which  he  claims  was  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Reorganization. 

The  revelation  says: 

“But  as  Esau  despised  his  birthright, 
so  has  William  Smith  despised  my  law, 
and  forfeited  that  which  pertained  to 
him  as  an  Apostle  and  High  Priest  in 
my  Chnrch,”  etc.  * * * “Behold 

that  which  ye  received  as  my  celestial 
law  is  not  of  me,  but  is  the  doctrine  of 
Baalam.  And  I command  you  to  de- 
nounce and  proclaim  against  it;  and  I 
will  give  you  power,  that  none  shall  be 
able  to  withstand  your  words,  if  yon 
rely  upon  me;  for  my  spirit  shall 
attend  you. — And  the  Spirit  said  unto 
me  Write,  write,  write;— write  the 
revelation  and  send  it  unto  the  Saint3 
at  Palestine,  and  at  Yoree,and  at  Wan- 


kesha  and  to  all  places  where  this  doc- 
trine is  taught.”  etc  —Messenger,  Nov., 
1875.  Issued  from  Reorganized  pub- 
lishing house. 

The  organization  established  by 
Jason  Briggs,  Z.  H.  Gurley,  senior, 
David  Powell,  H.  P.  Brown  and  others, 
under  the  above  revelation  and 
through  the  “gift  of  tongues”  in  Julia 
Gurley,  has  become  known  as 
the  Reorganized  church,  and  through 
two  members  of  its  Publishing  Com- 
mittee and  the  editor  of  its  official 
paper  under  date  January  1860.  and 
otherwise,  and  also  by  one  of  its  First 
Presidency  has  admitted  that  Joseph 
Smith  did  receive  a polygamy  reve- 
lation, and  taught  polygamy.  Before 
God,  man.  or  the  devil  1 am  prepared 
to  defend  this  statement. 
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raise  up  seel  unto  me,  l will  command 
my  people. — Boon  of  Mormon. 

“We  believe  that  he  will  yet  reveal 
many  great  and  important  things  per- 
taining to  the  kingdom  of  God.— 
Joseph  Smith. 

God  has  now  revealed.  The  com- 
mand has  come:  ‘ Go  ye  and  do  the 
works  of  Abraham!”  “Sarah  gave 
Hagar  to  Abraham  to  wife.”— How 
beautiful  the  scheme! 

E==  THE  DEVIL  DEFENDED.  ===== 

All  these  long  years,  while  you 
“blacklegs,  counterfeiters,  whip  steal- 
ers, leachercus  devils  and  murderers” 
have  been  ho  wing  “Spiritual  Wives” 
and  “Polygamy,”  wre  have  been  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  the  everlasting 
covenant,  says  Brigham;  and  all  the 
congregation  shout — Amen! 


August  29,  1852,  Brigham  Young, 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  presented  a revela- 
tion to  a Mormon  conference  and 
stated  that  it  was  a revelation  that 
had  been  given  to  Joseph  Smith,  July 
12,  1843;  that  the  original  copy  had 
been  burned  by  Emma  Smith,  wife  of 
the  Prophet,  and  that  a copy  had  been 
made  from  the  orignai  before  its  cre- 
mation, and  the  revelation  had  thus 
been  preserved.  The  revelation  then 
proclaimed  has  become  known  as  the 
“Celestial  Revelation.”  Orson  Pratt 
started  about  the  20th  of  September 
from  Utah  for  the  east  and  undeu  date 
Dec.  21,  1852,  published  the  revelation 
in  the  Seer.  He  argued  that  the  celestial 
law  did  not  interfere  with  the  “law 
of  the  land”;  that  the  practice  of  it 
as  a religious  doctrine  was  allowable 
under  the  constitution, — lienee.  “He 
that  keepeth  the  law  of  God,  hath  no 
need  to  break  the  law  of  the  land.”  As 
published  in  the  Seer  the  revelation  is 
divided  into  25  paragraphs:  the  first 
containing  A Law  of  Justification  for 
Abraham  and  others  in  the  practice 
of  polygamy;  the  next  nine  are  a run- 
ning argument  teaching  the  doctrine 
of  Sealing,  or  Marriage  for  Eternity, 
and  the  7th  paragraph  mixes  with  the 
eternal  wife  doctrine  the  doctrine  of 
A Plurality  of  Gods — and  then,  the 
whole  is  nicely  blended  with  the  prom- 
ises to  Abraham — and  the  promises 
to  Abraham  was  the  blessing  that  “his 
seed  should  be  as  innumerable  as  the 
stars.”  “This  promise  is  yours” — 

“For  if  I will,  saitli  the  Lord  of  host 


FAUD,  Fraud,  fraud!  cries  Joseph 
the  younger.  M.  G.  Eaton,  stand  up. 
Did  you  ever  hear  anything  about 
Sealing  and  Spiritual  Wives?  Yes,  I 
was  one  of  Joseph’s  most  “important 
witnesses,” and  swore  to  what  Chaun- 
cy  Higbee  said  on  March  15,  1844. 
What  was  that? 

Joseph  the  younger:  I object.  This 
is  hearsay.  Objection  overruled. 

“Higbee  commenced  talking  about 
the  spiritual  wife  system.  He  said  he 
had  no  doubt  but  some  of  the  elders 
had  ten  or  twelve  apiece.  They  did  it 
by  recording  it  in  a large  book'.”— See 
page  6. 

Will  Gov.  Ford  come  in?  Yes,  sir. 
Do  you  know  anything.  Think  1 do. 
What  is  it? 

“It  was  asserted”  * * ; “that  he 

[Joseph]  had  instituted  an  order  in  the 
Church  whereby  those  who  composed 
it  were  pretended  to  be  sealed  up  to 
eternal  life — 

I object,  says  Joseph  the  younger, 
this  man  has  no  personal  knowledge. 

Court:  We  are  governed  by  the 
rules  of  the  Municipal  court  of  Nau- 
voo.  Gov.  Ford,  proceed. 

“against  all  crimes,  save  the  shedding 
of  innocent  blood,  or  consenting  there- 
to. That  this  order  was  instructed 
that  no  blood  was  innocent  blood  ex- 
cept that  of  members  of  the  church.— 
Prophet,  Feb.  8.  1845. 

Brother  Brigham  tell  us  what  this 
is?  A revelation.  Who  received 
it?  Brother  Joseph.  Is  there  any- 
thing in  it  like  Gov.  Ford  has  stated 


to 


here  and  in  his  Message  to  the  Illinois 
Legislature,  if  so,  read  it. 

“If  a man  marry  a wife  accordin  * 
to  my  word  and  they  are  sealed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  according  to 
mine  appointment,  and  he  or  she  shall 
commit  any  sin  or  transgression  of  the 
new  and  everlasting  covenant  what- 
ever, and  all  manner  of  blasphemies, 
and  if  they  commit  no  murder,  wheie- 
in  they  shed  innocent  blood— yet  they 
shall  come  forth  in  the  first  resurrec- 
tion. and  enter  into  their  exaltation.” 
— Celestial  Revelation. 

Br  gliam,  M.  G Eaton  has  m ide' 
an  his  affidavit  a statement  about  a 
book,  is  Mere  any  light  thrown  upon 
the  book  in  this  revelation?  Read  it, 

"And  again,  verily  I say  unto  you, 
at!  a man  marry  a wife  by  my  word, 
which  is  my  law,  and  by  the  new  and 
everlasiing  covenant,  and  it  shall  be 
sealed  un  o them,  * then  shall  it  be 
written  in  the  Lamb’s  Book  of  Life, 
th  tt  he  shall  commit  no  murder 
whereby  to  shed  innoceut  blooj,”  etc. 
Celestial  Revelation. 

Gov.  Ford,  recalled:  Do  you  know 
anything  further  of  Joseph  Smith  and 
a revelation  ? 

“It  was  also  believed”— 

I object,  says  Joseph  the  younger. 

“It  was  also  believed  that  Joseph 
Smith  had  announced  a revelation 
from  heaven  sanctioning  polygamy,  by 
some  kind  of  spiriiual  wife  system, 
which  I never  could  understand;  but 
at  any  rate,  whereby  a man  was  allow- 
ed one  wife  in  pursuance  of  the  laws 
of  the  country  and  an  indefinite  num- 
ber of  others  to  be  enjoyed  in  some 
mystical  and  spiritual  mode;  and  that 
he  himself,  and  many  of  his  followers 
h*d  practised  upon  the  precepts  of 
this  revelation  by  seducing  many  wo- 
men.—Prophet,  Feb.  8. 1845 . 

Joseph  F.  Smith,  son  of  Hyrura: — 
Do  you  believe  this  revelation  to  have 
been  received  by  Joseph?  I do.  Does 
It  say  that  Joseph  practised  polygamy. 
It  does.  Read  it. 

Joseph  the  younger: — I object. 

We  have  proven  this  document  by 
the  word  of  Brigham  and  have  shown 
from  its  contents  that  it  was  what 
we  said  it  was.  Brigham  is  charged 
with  fraud  in  the  matter,  and  we  in- 
sist that  it  be  admitted  in  evidence.  In 
the  year  1866  the  plaintiff  in  this  < ase 
alleged  that  a conspiracy  had  buen 
entered  into  bv  the  defendant  and 
that  this  reve'ation  was  the  result  of 
that  conspiracy,  and  threw  the  ‘bur- 


den” upon  “those  who  assert  that  his 
lather  taught  po  ygamy.”  The  “bur- 
den of  proof”  has  become  a huge  pile 
of  documents.  He  has  not  attempted 
to  show  how,  where  and  when 
that  conspiracy  was  entered  into,  who 
were  the  three  or  more  that  so  con- 
conspired,  nor  lias  he  shown  any  spec- 
ified date  when  that  conspiracy  was 
accomomplished.  The  defendant  in 
this  case  has  alleged  that  the  plaintiff’s 
“father  taught  polygamy,”  and  prac- 
tised it.  Brigham  is  accused  of  utter- 
ing a forged  revelation.  We  now 
throw  the  ‘purden  of  proof”  upon 
Joseph  to  show  how,  where  and  when 
the  alleged  conspiracy  was  concocted 
and  entered  into,  and  we  insist  that 
the  proofs  in  the  matter  be  not  veiled 
or  covered  up.  * 

Joseph  F.  reads“  “Let  my  handmaid 
Emma  Smith,  receive  all  those  who 
have  been  given  unto  my  servant  Jos- 
eph.” 

Do  you  know  anything  further  ? 

Yes,  in  the  60’s  I obtained  the  affi- 
davits of  some  who  swore  they  were 
his  wives,  and  others  that  were  know- 
ing to  circumstances  stated  therein, 
and  these  were  published  in  the  Des- 
eret News  and  never  in  full  by  the 
Reorganization. 

The  President  of  the  Reorganized 
has  asserted  that  ‘the  Reorganized 
church  has  never  affirmed  nor  denied 
a belief  as  to  whether  Joseph  Smith 
did,  or  did  not  teach  polygamy;”  yet, 
in  the  face  of  this  he  has  sat  high 
upon  his  editorial  throne  and  said: 
Thus  far  shalt  thou  come,  but  no  far- 
ther; and  thousands  of  gospt  1 dollars 
have  been  spent  to  establish  the 
“policy  I,  Joseph,  affirmed”  in  1866 — 
and  now,  when  forced  to  the  wall  its 
watchmen  climb  the  tall  tree  and 
cry:  “Hear  ye,  hear  ye!  It  is  not  es- 
sential to  the  plan  of  salvation, 
whether  Joseph  Smith  did,  or  did  not 
so  teach;”  and  all  the  people  shout — 
That’s  so! 

The  Nauvoo  Neighbor  had  this  to 
say  in  reply  to  Governor  Ford:  “To  re- 
lieve the  Governor’s  mind  we  will  say 
that  the  meaning  of  spiritual  wife  is 
to  be  married  for  eternity,  instead  of 
natural  lifetime;  and  should  a man 
or  woman  die  after  they  have  been 
married  they  have  a legal  right  to  get 
married  again,  and  would  they  do  k 
for  eternity,  especially  a man,  he  must 
hav^  spiritual  wives.”  This  is  in  har- 
mony with  the  celestial  revelation, 


but  being  so  mildy  drawn  served  to 
deceive  the  public. 

In  a leaflet,  called  “History  of  the 
Reorganization,”  Zenas  II.  Gurley,  the 
younger,  says:  “In  the  year  1841  was 
revealed  to  the  church  the  authority 
for  baptizing  for  the  dead,  and  it  is 
stated  upon  good  authority  that  its 
twin  in  birth  (in  the  same  year)  was 
marrying  for  eternity.” 

It  matters  not  when  the  child  of 
many  names  was  born— “Sealing  for 
Eternity”  was  a belief  in  “Polygamy” 
in  Heaven;  polygamy  in  heaven  es- 
tablished the  Simon-pure  Polygamy 
doctrine  on  earth.  At  just  what  time 
the  two  became  one  is  not  within  my 
province  to  say,  but  it  must  have  been 
before  July  12,  1843,  and  if  Zenas  H. 


Gurley  be  correct,  then  sometime  be- 
tween the  dates  given  the  “doctrines 
of  devils”  entered  in — and  here  we 
strike  a clue;  and  then,  J.  0.  Bennett; 
and  then,  Bro  Marks  I have  “wanted 
to  taK  with  you  upon  the  subject  of 
polygamy  for  a long  time.” 

It  is  not  true  that  theUdney  Jacobs 
notice  was  the  first  personal  notice  of 
some  new  and  strange  marriage  doc- 
trine. The  first  of  teat  character  that 
I have  discovered  is  to  be  found  on. 
page  2;  and  there  the  “devils”  are 
called  by  name. 

“Shades”  of  Chauncy  Higbee  arise! 
This  is  not  “Popery,”  Willard  J. 
Smith,  it  is  genuine,  “Primitive 
Mor monism!”  Zenas  H.  Gurley,  “the 
Vision  is  clear” — 


“And  verily  I say  unto  you,  let  this 
house  be  built  unto  my  name,  that  I 
may  reveal  my  ordinances  therein, 
unto  my  people;  for  I deign  to  reveal 
unto  my  church  things  which  have 
been  kept  hid  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world. n— [Joseph  Smith,  in  Revela- 
tion Jan.  19,  1841,  par.  31. 


“First,  I give  unto  you,  Hyrtjm 
Smith  to  be  a patriarch  unto  you,  to 
hold  the  sealing  blessings  of  my 
church,  even  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
promise,  whereby  you  are  sealed  up 
unto  the  day  of  redemption.”— [Joseph 
Smith,  in  Revelation  Jan.  19, 1841. 

13.  * * reveal  things  that  pertain 
to  the  fullness  of  times.”  [Time  and 
Eternity .] — Joseph  Smith,  in  Revela- 
tion Jan.  19, 1841. 


“Therefore  prepare  .thy  heart  to  re- 
ceive and  obey  the  instructions  which 
lam  about  to  give  unto  you;  for  all 
those,  who  have  this  law  revealed  unto 
them  must  obey,  for  behold!  I reveal 
unto  you  a new  and  everlasting  cov- 
enant, and  if  ye  abide  not  that  cov- 
enant, then  are  ye  damned;  for  no  one 
can  reject  this  covenant,  and  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  into  my  glory;  for  all 
who  will  have  a blessing  at  my  hands, 
shall  abide  the  law  which  was  appoint- 
ed for  that  blessing,  and  the  condi- 
tions thereof,  as*was  instituted  from 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world. — 
[In  Celestial  Revelation,  par.  1. 

“And  verily  I say  unto  you,  that  the 
conditions  of  this  law  are  these:  All 
covenants,  contracts,  bonds,  obliga- 
tions, baths,  vows,  performances,  con- 
nections, associations,  or  expectations, 
that  are  not  made  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  promise,  of  him  who  is  annointed, 
[Hyrtjm  Smith]  both  as  well  for  time 
and  for  all  eternity,  and  that  too  most 
holy,  by  revelation  [Jan.  19, 1841 ] and 
commandment,  through  the  medium 
of  mine  appointed,  [Joseph  Smith] 
whom  I have  appointed  on  the  earth 
to  hold  this  power,  (and  1 have  ap- 
pointed unto  my  servant  Joseph  to 
hold  this  power  in  the  last  days,  and 
there  is  never  but  one  on  the  earth  at 
at  a time,  on  whom  this  power  and  the 
keys  of  this  priesthood  are  conferred.). 
— Celestial  Revelation,  par.  2. 


“Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  you, 
who  have  assembled  yourselves  to- 
gether to  receive  his  will  concerning 
you.  Behold  this  is  pleasing  unto  the 
Lord,  and  the  angels  rejoice  over  you; 
the  alms  of  your  prayers  have  come  up 
into  the  ears  of  tne  Lord  of  Sab- 
baoth,  and  are  rec  >rded  in  the  book 
{Higbee's  “ large  book ] of  the  names  of 
the  sanctified,  even  them  of  the  celes- 
tial world.  Wherefore  I now  send 
you  another  Comforter,  even  upon 
you  my  friends,  that  it  may  abide  in 
your  hearts,  even  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
promise,  which  other  Comforter  is  the 
same  that  Ip.omised  uuto  my  disci- 
pl  s.  as  is  recorded  in  ihe  testimony 
of  John.  This  Comforter  is  the 

promise  which  I give  unto  you  of  eter- 
nal life , even  the  Glory  of  the  celestial 
kingdom''— Joseph  Smith  in  Revela- 
tion Dec.  27,  1832. 

“great  shall  be  their  reward,  and 
eternal  shall  be  their  glory,  and  to 
them  will  I reveal  all  mysteries; 
yea  all  the  hidden  mysteries  of  my 
kingdom  from  days  of  old,  * * * 

* We,  Joseph  Smich,  Jr.,  and  Sid- 
ney Rigdon,  being  in  the  Spirit  on  the 
Sixteenth  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two,” — 

February  Sixteenth,  1332 

* “and  this  according  to  the  com- 
mandments which. he  has  given,  that, 
by  keeping  the  commandments  they 
might  be  washed  and  cleansed  from 
all  their  sins,  and  receive  the  Holy 
Spirit  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  him  who  is  ordained  and  sealed 
unto  this  power;  and  who  overcome 
by  faith,  and  are  sealed  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  promise  which  the  Father 
sheds  upon  all  those  who  are  just  and 
true;  they  are  they  * * wherefore 
as  it  is  written,  they  are  gods,  even  the 
sons  of  God;” etc. — [See  “Vision,”  Sec- 
tion 76,  Book  of  Covenants  and  com- 
pare it  with  Celestial  Revelation. 


Reader,  I have  given  you  “the  key” 
to  the  Mystery  of  Mormonism,  to  God 
be  the  praise,  I have  but  done  my 
duty  to  the  world.  On  page  4 of  this 
pamphlet  I sa  d:  ‘there  is  not  one 
printed  line,  to  my  knowledge^  above 
the  signature  of  Joseph  Smith,  printed 
during  his  lifetime,  in  which  he  taught 
the  doctrine  of  ‘sealed  wives/  spirit- 
ual wives/  or  ‘polygamy.’”  I know 
better  now.  1 .have  “lingered  with 
his  chums”  and  have  kept  upon  his 
trail  and  have  tracked  him  down  to  the 
16 ih  of  February,  1832.  But  I have 
found  two  “devils/1- — Is  there  no  fur- 
ther clue  ?■ — Ah,  the  Book  of  Mormon  ! 


“and  shall  inherit  thrones,  princi- 
palities and  poweis,  dominions,  all 
heiguts  and  depths,  then  shall  it  be 
written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life," 
etc.— [Celestial  Revelation,  in  par.  6. 


“For  I deign  to  reveal  unto  my 
church  things  which  have  been  kept 
hid , ’’etc.— Joseph  Smith,  in  Revela- 
tion Jan.  19,  1841. 


“They  shall  pass  by  the  angels,  and 
and  Gods,  which  are  set  there  to  their 
exaltation  and  glory  in  all  things  as 
hath  been  sealed  upon  their  heads.” 
* "The  promises  are  yours.” — Celes- 
tial Revelation.— July  12,  1843. 


Nearly  every  faction  of  the  Mor- 
mon church,  while  howling  Polygamy 
at  the  Utah  church,  had  run  into  the 
practice  of  fouler  systems.  Rigdon 
James  J.  Strang,  William  Smith 
and  Lyman  Wight  were  found 
to  be  teaching  and  practising  polyga- 
mous doctrines.  The  Reorganized 
church  is  honestly  opposed  to  any 
such  doctrine.  It  not  only  repudiates 
that  doctrine,  but  has  thrown  over- 
board the  doctrine  of  a Plurality  of 
Gods  taught  by  the  Prophet  in  his  last 
sermon,  known  as  the  King  Follet  ser- 
mon, and  also  the  Book  of  Abraham. 
The  plurality  of  gods  doctrine  is  part 


of  the  polygamy  doctrine.  At  the 
same  time  this  church  has  permitted 
its  leaders  to  squander  its  means  in 
vain  endeavor  to  fasten  upon  Brigham 
Young  the  sins  of  another. 


THE  PROMISES. 

“97.  A patriarchal  blessing  on  the 
head  of  Phebe  Merrill,  daughter  of 
James  and  Lucy  Oder,  * by  Hyram 
Smith,  Patriarch  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  day  Saints, 
Jan.  2, 1841 , City  of  Nauvoo,  Hancock 
Co , 111.— Beloved  Sister”  etc.  * * * 

* “being  a descendant  of  Abraham 
the  promises  which  were  obtained  for 
his  posterity  shall  rest  upon  you  as  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  with  faith  and 
the  principle  of  faith  which  was  pres- 
ent with  you  and  the  blessings  of  Abra- 
ham, Isaac  and  Jacob  in  their  in- 
heritance shall  he  sealed  upon  your 
head  and  realized  in  common  with 
your  husband  children  and  kinsfolks 
inasmuch  as  the  principle  of  faith 
which  was  according  to  faithful  Abra- 
ham was  present  with  you  the  Lord 
has  inspired  your  heart  with  his  spirit 
which  spirit  is  confirmed  on  your  head 
by  promise  and  sealed  to  wax 
stronger  and  stronger  until  the  perfect 
day,  the  same  shall  manifest  unto  you 
the  mystery  of  God  and  the  spirit- 
ual gifts  which  is  placed  for  the 
edifying  of  the  body  notwithstanding 
you  have  come  to  declining  years  yet 
you  shall  see  many  of  the  sacred 
things  which  are  hidden  which  shall 
be  revealed  and  by  them  many  of 
the  mysteries  of  God  and  because  of 
your  faith  which  is  in  God  and  your 

obedience  to  the  everlasting 

gospel  I will  seal  upon  your  head 

the  holy  seal  of  promise  even  THE 
comforter  which  is  the  promise  of 
Eternal  life  for  a witness  of  the  truth 
of  the  same  joy  shall  spring  up  in  your 
heart  when  you  shall  read  the 
sacred  words  doubt  not  fear  not”  * 
* * * “your  name  shall  be  perpetu- 
ated to  your  kinsfolks  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  and  your  head  shall 
be  crowned  with  immortality  and 
Eternal  life  Even  so  Amen 

John.  O.  Angus  Recorder.” 

38.  “First,  I give  unto  you  Hyrum 
Smith  to  be  a patriarch  unto  you  to 
hold  the  sealing  blessings  of  my 
church,  even  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
promise. — J an.  19, 1841. 

We  have  seen  the  plot  laid  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon;  we  have  seen  the 
Three  Glories  and  Sons  of  God  revealed 
to  Joseph  and  Sidney,  in  Feb.  1832,  and 
in  Dec.  1832,  we  have  seen  another 
Comforter  sent,  even  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  promise;  we  have  seen  promises 


made  by,  Hyrum,  Jan.  2,  1811,  and  the 
blessings  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob 
sealed  upon  a daughter  of  Abraham; 
we  have  heard  ic  declared  Jan.  19,  1841 
that  “I  deign  to  reveal”  and  Hyrum, 
the  Comforter  “annointed.”—  V*  hat 
next?  The  “hidden  mysteries”!  The 
“promises”  given,  they  are  ours— See, 
they  are  in  the  Celestial  Revelation  ! 
Go  ye,  therefore,  and  do  the  works 
of  Abraham! 

One  objection  that  has  been  fre- 
quently urged  by  the  Reorganized 
elders  against  the  Celestial  Revelation 
is  the  claim  made  that  it  was  never 
presented  to  the  church  for  endorse- 
ment. This  amounts  to  nothing  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  endorsed, 
or  accepted  other  revelations  that  were 
not  presented  to  the  church  under  the 
Prophet.  The  revelation  of  Dec.  25, 
1832,  is  not  mentioned  in  Joseph’s  His- 
tory and  was  first  published  in  1851  by 
the  Utah  church.  Joseph  the  younger 
has  caused  to  be  printed  in  what  is 
called  the  “Inspired  Translation  of  the 
Bible”  a revelation  beginning:  “The 
words  of  God  which  he  spake  unto 
Moses”  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  for 
me  to  say  that  it  has  been  altered  from 
the  original  as  first  published  in  Jos- 
eph’s History.  The  Preface  of  that 
Bible  is  one  evidence  of  this.  The 
revelation  was  never  embodied  in  the 
Book  of  Covenants  until  1864  (unless 
it  was  done  by  the  Utah  church)  and 
then  Isaac  Sheen  printed  it  correct 
from  Times  and  Seasons,  only  dividing 
it  into  more  paragraphs.  There  is 
nothing  to  show  that  these  two  reve- 
lations were  endorsed;  for  certanly 
they  were  not  m the  Book  of  Cove- 
nants; nor  have  they  been  endorsed  in 
the  form  that  the  Kirtland  B.  of  C. 
was  received. 


In  February,  1849,  Isaac  Sheen 
began  the  publication  of  a small  paper 
devoted  exclusively  to  “lineal  rights” 
of  the  “Smith  Family.”  In  June  of 
that  year  a conference  was  held  at 
Covington,  Ky.,  and  it  was  there  re- 
solved that  they  recognized  the  right 
of  “young  Joseph”  to  be  the  President 
of  the  church  “whenever  he  should 
so  claim  ” In  the  meantime,  William 
Smith  was  to  officiate.  A combina- 
tion with  Lyman  Wight  was  made 
and  it  was  planned  to  go  to  Texas,  but 
“the  best  laid  plans  of  mice  and  men, 
gang  aft  aglee.”  Through  the  visit  an 
death  of  Otis  Hobart  it  was  learned 
that  the  “devil”  was  in  Texas  and 
that  William  whs  net  above  suspicion. 
Father  laid  a plan  to  entrap  him, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  a polyg- 
amous letter  from  William,  who  was 
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then  in  Illinois.  He  immediately  ex- 
posed “the  Elijah  of  the  last  dispen- 
sation;” withdrew  his  name  from  the 
petition  against  the  “State  of  Deseret” 
and  pulled  up  the  “Stake  of.  Zion”  in 
Covington.  It  is  the  old,  old  story 
— William  flourished  the  scalping 
knife  and  even  “little  Johnnie”  goi 
a slash;  even  now,  looking  into  the 
future,  I think  I see  a gleam.  So  he 
be  it.  William’s  wife,  came 

to  Covington  and  the  result  was  that 
she  gave  into  father’s  hands  a lot 
of  papers  and  books.  Hefeltjusti- 
in  keeping  them. 

Two  Patriarchal  books,  through 
Aimon  W.  Babbitt,  went  to  Utah; 
William’s  Journal  was  given  him 
when  he  came  to  Plano,  111.,  in  1878 
to  be  regenerated,  or  whitewashed,  by 
the  Reorganization;  “Mother  Smith’s 
History”  (in  manuscript)  was  given 
by  Uncle  Aimon  to  Orson  Pratt,  who 
had  it  published,  and  thereby  hangs  a 
tale.  In  the  Deseret  News,  Aug.  23, 
1865,  B.  Young  and  others  send  forth 
a proclamation  against  points  of  doc- 
trine and  things  published  by  Orson 
Pratt.  They  give  the  history  of 
Mother  Smith’s  manuscript  and  say: 
“It  was  purloine  l from  Mother  Smith 
and  went  into  the  hands  of  apostates 
and  was  purchased  of  them  by  Orson 
Pratt,”  and  they  ordered  all  copies  of 
it  destroyed.  They  claimed  that  it 
had  been  altered  and  Brigham  cited 
one  instance,  i.  e.,  the  reference  to 
William  when  he  came  out  of  Mis- 
souri. William  had  claimed  that  his 
blessing  in  Joseph’s  History  had  been 
altered  by  Brigham  and  I believe 
William’s  version  was  in  Mother 
Smith’s  History  as  published.  I have 
not  a copy  and  am  not  certain,  At 
any  rate,  be  it  known  that  father  as- 
sured me  that  it  had  not  been  altered 
or  even  read  by  him.  He  gave  the 
manuscript  to  Aimon  W.  Babbitr. 
The  Reorganized  are  now  publishing 
that  book  under  the  name  of  “Joseph 
Smith  and  his  Progenitors,”  and  this 
1 have  never  seen. 

“The  Elders’  Pocket  Compan- 
panion”  now  arises  like  the  Celestial 
Revelation,  ana  ringing  through  days 
to  come  I think  I hear  the  muttering 
murmer  of  the  word  F-k-a-u-d  ! It 
matters  not — God  and  the  Right  ! 
The  manuscript  under  the  title  last 
named  came  (11k e the  others)  into  my 
my  father's  keeping  early  in  1850  and 
has  been  preserved  by  him  and  ray- 


self  to  the  present  time.  If  Joseph 
is  disposed  to  cry  fraud  I want  to  say 
right  here  that  upon  personal  applica- 
tion I will  give  him  a pointer  that  I 
perpetrate  no  fraud.  As  the  manu- 
script covers  35  pages  of  fools-cap 
paper  (2d  page  blank)  I shall  only 
print  at  this  time  the  matter  having 
a bearing  on  the  polygamy  question. 
The  tile  page  shows  the  nature  of  the 
whole  contents.  The  whole  business 
is  open  for  the  investigation  of  any 
who  is  not  blinded  by  the  cry  of  “Pen 
secution  for  Righteousness’  Sake!“ 

To  understand  the  Elder’s  Pocket 
Companion  it  is  necessary  to  compare 
it  with  the  Benj.  Winchester  matter 
on  pages  7 and  8 and  also  with  the 
Celestial  Revelation,  which  was  not 
printed  until  two  years  and  more  after 
this  important  church  document  came 
into  my  father’s  possession. 

On  a High  Priest’s  seat  in  the 
the  Kirtland  temple  let  it  be  recorded 
that  it  is  written,  in  part — 

“And  the  Tirshatha  said  unto  them, 
that  they  should  not  eat  of  the  most 
holy  things,  till  there  stood  up  a priest 
with  Urim  and  Thummim.” 


THE 

ELDERS’  POCKET  COMPANION. 

Being 

A Series  of  Brief  Treaties  on  Babtism 
for  the  dead.  Spiritual. Wife  doctrine 
applied  to  the  Millenium,  and  Plural- 
ity Wife  Doctrine  as  practised.byjhe 
Ancient  Prophets  and  Patriarchs  &c. 
Also, 

The  Power  and  authority  of  the  Priest- 
hood with  the  duties  of  Elders,  Priests, 
Teachers  aud  Deacons,  Members  &c. — 
Mode  of  Baptism,  Manner  of  Admin- 
istering the  Sacrament— Settling  diffi- 
culties, &c.  &c.  with  a brief  sketch  of 
the  faith,  and  rise  of  the  Church  of 
Latter  Day  Saints. 

Together 

with  a Short  Biography  of  Joseph 
Smith  Sr  and  his  family — Martyrdom 
of  Joseph  & Hiram  Smith,  the  Prophet 
and  Patriarch  of  the  Church  &c — The 
whole  designed  to  assist  the  Elders, 
Members  &c 

By  W.  Smith,  One  of  the  twelve. 
“A  wise  man  seeketh  after  knowledge 
and  findeth  it”— But  a fool  despis- 
eth  it.— Mormon  Scripture. 


“Behold  the  former  things  are  come 
to  pass  and  ne  w things  do  I declare 
Before  they  spring  forth  I tell  you  of 
them  Isa  xlii:9. 

Dear  Brethren  Greeting 
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As  I am  informed  that  Elder  Grant 
is  ab  jut  to  pablisii  a Pamphlet  touch- 
ing the  claims  of  Elder  Higdon  [See 
Note  below — K.  S.\  and  the  twelve 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  Church  of 
Christ.  And  as  it  is  expected,  Great 
will  be  the  mystery  of  ungodline  s ex- 
posed by  the  Rigdonites  on  various 
plans  and  schemes  devised  by  their 
own  imagination,  And  as  I profess  to 
know  some  things,  that  the  world  does 
not-  1 shall  endeavor  to  reason  upon 
some  that  will  I trust,  be  a benefit  to 
all  that  is  seeking  after  truth  and 
knowledge  Jesus  said  unto  his  dis- 
ciples, ‘‘Unto  you  it  is  given  to  know 
the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom/’  But 
to  them  that  were  without  he  spake 
in  Parables,  and  so  do  we.  \ hold  it  a 
maxim,  that  I have  as  good  a right  to 
know  the  mysteries  of  the  third  hea- 
vens, as  Paul,  and  if  Paul  saw  and 
heard,  things,  unlawful  for  men  to 
utter,”  so  have  I.  And  Because  men 
of  meaner  spirits  do  not,  seek  after,  or 
aspire  for  the  glory  of  the  stars,  Is 
that  a reason,  others  should  not  seek 
to  know  the  power  and  f ulness,  of  their 
salvation  in  the  celestial  world?  No 
man  shall  contract  or  chain  my  belief; 
the  soul  is  free  to  act,  like  the  bird  un- 
caged,—mantled  with  chanty,  which 
is  the  bond  of  perfectness,  and  peace, 
“oelieveth  all  tilings,  and  endureth  all 
things.”  Free  to  roam  where  it  pleaseg, 
in  the  midst  of  the  Boundless  fields  of 
knowledge;  until  like  Paul,  it  can 
comprehend,  the  height,  and  depth,  of 
the  eternal  world;  comprehend  all 
mysteries,  and  upon  this  principle  I 
stand  Gods  free  man,  Christ  said  “fear 
not  them  that  can  kill  the  body,”  but 
fear  him  that  e n (not  will)  destroy 
both  soul  and  body  in  hell”  Thus  I 
am  not  bound  by  human  creeds,  or 
the  fear  of  man  And  to  satisfy  the 
inquiring  mind  I think  it  proper  to  ad- 
dress the  saints,  on  some  other  points 
of  doctrine,  (altogether  different  from 
the  one  Elder  Grant,  has  taken  in 
hand,  as  no  doubt,  but  he  will  do  Jus- 
tice to  the  subject.)  And  this  I do  for 
the  benefit  of  the  church,  that  they 
may  be  saved,  and  conducted  through 
the  storm  that  is  now  gathering 
around  them,  and  be  protected  from 
the  ravening  wolves,  who  are  seeking 

to  destroy  the  flock  I proper  for 

me  to  state  that  since  the  great  Mor- 
mon exposures  By  J.  C.  Bennett  the  — 
wife  system,  has  be- 
come so  notorious  in  all  the  churches, 
and  also  in  the  world  abroad,  as  a mat- 

JNotk. — The  Prophet  of  Dec.  28, 
1844  says:  “We  have  just  received  a 
small  pamphlet  from  Elder  Grant  of 
Philadelphia,  and  for  ale  at  this  office 
at  15  cents  per  copy,  bearing  the  title 
“Grant’s  Higdon.” 


ter  of  public  rumor,  that  situated  as  I 
have  been,  among  different  people, 
for  the  last  two  years,  involved  upon 
me  has  been  the  arduous  task,  of  an- 
swering to  the  thousand  and  one  ques- 
tions as‘<ed  concerning  the  subject 
above  alluded  to.  And  no  doubt 
hundreds  of  persons  may  be  brought 
to  testify,  that  I have  (from  what  will 
appear  in  the  seqneal)  taught  them 
plurality  wife  doctrine.  This  would 
not  have  been  the  case  however  had 
things  been  otherwise,  with  these  rnetq 
Just  at  this  present  time  A.  struggle 
is  being  made  to  divide  the  Church,, 
destroy  the  twelve  and  make  Elder 
Higdon  the  Prophet  and  Head  of  the 
same.  A right  that  belongs  to 
the  twelve  who  acc  rding  to  the  Law 
of  God  legally  hold  that  office;  Hence 
to  displace  these  men,  it  becomes 
needful  to  destroy  their  character,  in- 
fluence Ac.  by  falsehoods  slander,  or 
anything  else. "that  will  accomplish  the 
object  of  those  engaged  in  it. 

Therefore  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
doctrine  will  be  most  grossly  misrep- 
resented, and  especially  where  it  suits 
them  to  accomplish  their  base  and 
wicked  purposes  in  carrying  out  their 
p'an.  It  could  not  be  otherwise  ex- 
pected; in  relation  to  many  instances 
where  questions  of  a singular  charac- 
ter have  been  asked,  if  some  things 
should  be  said  to  gratify,  the  moat 
curious  and  inquisitive  Solomon  said 
answer  a fool  according  to  his  folly,, 
lest  he  be  wise  in  his  own  conceit.”" 
These  kind  have  got  the  desire  of  their 
heart  and  will  perish  in  their  own  cor- 
cruption.  Hut  so  far  from,  teaching 
what  has  been  represented  it  is  entirely 
the  reverse.  And  since  some  few  of 
these  men  (Rigdonites)  who  appear 
the  most  conspicuous,  and  have  taken 
it  upon  them  to  betray  the  most  un- 
limited confidence  according  to  their 
own  statements  if  provided 
what  they  say  is  true.  ITunTn^seeTi 
nTl/TiT^or^  rn a r k s what  I. 

have  taught  and  said,  both  publicly 
and  privately.  And  as  my  belief  in 
doctrine  is  founded  upon  the  l»ible. 
and  revelation,  the  word  of  God  Then 
let  Judas’s  betray  and  grumble,  on, 
the  "Lord  knows  them  that  are  his,  and 
will  prove  the  Just,  he  will  never  for- 
sake them.  And  to  this  jelay, 

, I can  say  he  has  never  fo-saketi 

me,  neither  has  4ie  forsaken  the 
twelve  * that  has  been  called  and  cho- 
sen But  our  enemies  God  wiii  ludgev 

When  Jesus  left  the  earl’  . G years, 
ago  the  government  fell  upon  the 
twelve,  Peter.  James,  and  John  presi- 
siding  Ac  Joseph  our  Prophet  is  gone., 
•and  God  has  given  the  tvvelve  the  keys 
of  this  last  ministry,  and  their  power 
still  remains  to  bind  on  earth,  and  seal 


iii  heaven.  In  the  language  of  the 
Poet 

“Ye  chosen  twelve,  to  you  are  given, 

The  keys  of  this  last  ministry — 

To  every  nation  under  heaven 

From  land  to  land  from  sea  to  sea.” 
To  seal  matrimonial  contracts,  remis- 
sion of  sins  by  Baptism,  and  to  Bap- 
tise the  living  for  the  dead,  &c  Christ 
gave  this  power  to  his  disciples  in  for- 
mer times  and  it  remained  with  them 
and  God  has  given  this  power  to  the 
twelve  in  these  last  times,  and  none 
can  take  it  away.  Then  let  the  heathen 
rage  and  the  people  imagine  vain 
things”  The  scriptures  must  be  ful- 
filled See  Rev  vii.  2 to  4.  The  ser- 
vants of  God  must  be  sealed;  and  who 
is  to  do  this  work,  the  ministers  God 
sends,  and  these  must  have  Priesthood 
Power.  These  too,  are  to  “come  up 
thTough  great  tribulation  (16  v)  This 
the  Prophet  Joseph  the  twelve  and 
others  have  done.  We  are  also  told  in 
the  sixth  Chap  of  Rev,.  10,  11  v that 
these  will  be  persecuted  unto  death  &c. 
Jer  xvi.  16.  Speaks  of  Fishers  and 
hunters  being  sent  to  gather  Israel  &c. 
Christ  said  he  would  send  his  angels, 
to  gather  his  elect  from  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  earth.”  Angels  are  some- 
times servants;  and  servants  angels, 
in  scripture  in  many  places,  and  these 
will  have  power  to  do  the  work  of 
these  last  days  . of  the  fulness  of  times 
to  seal.  Bind,  gather,  save  on  earth, 
amT’ heave ITToT tTme^m d^ls o for  eter- 
nity. Although  some  have  already 
sealed  their  testimony  with  their  biood, 
others  would  rob  them  of  their  glory, 
Despoil  the  Church  of  its  Power,  &c— 

the  true  servants  of  God,  of  their 

Priesthood,  Oh!  shame  on  such  men, 
that  would  be  guilty  of  such  foul 
treachery,  consummate  ignorance  and 
folly.  Daniel  said  this  kingdom  the 
God  of  heaven  should  set  up,  “should 
break  in  pieces  all  other  kingdoms 
and  stand  forever.  And  not  be  given 
to  others  

V v ith  those  remarks  I shall  content 
myself  to  proceed,  and  give  my  opin- 
ion . on  the  following  subjects,  under 
their  respective  heads,  which  are  three 
peculiar  doctrines  in  the  Bible 

First.  The  Doctrine  of  Baptism  for 
the  Dead. 

2.  The  Spiritual  'Wife  system  (so- 
called) 

3.  Is  the  plurality  of  wives . a, 
doctrine  . as  nractised  by  the  ancient 
Prophets  and  Pa’riarchs. 

“'“First.  BaptisnTforlhe  Dead. 

Omitted. 

Note.— All  italics  are  mine.  Words 
underscored  are  so  marked  in  copy. 
References  to  Celestial  Revelation  are 
mine. 


{Page  10,  | Second.  The  Spiritual 
'Wife  System:  so  called. 

This  doctrine  is  different  from  the 
one  under  the  head  of  “plurality  wife 
doctrine.”  Yet  it  is  plural,  hut  not 
confined  to  the  probationary  state, 
but  to  the  resurrected.  “In  that  day 
says  Isa  iv.  1.  Seven  women  shall  take 
hold  of  one  man,  and  say  we  will  eat 
our  own  bread,  and  wear  our  own  ap- 
parel, only  let  us  be  called  by  thy 
name,  to  take  away  our  reproach.”  It 
is  evident  this  refers  to  the  Millen- 
nium from  what  follows  in  the  five 
following  verses,  otherwise  it  is  a cir- 
cumstance connected,  with  the  pre- 
paratory work  of  the  coming  of  Christ. 
We  sh  til  take  the  liberty  however  of 
applying  it  to  the  Millennium,  as  the 
auove  passage  most  unquestionably 
sits  forth  the  order — the  glory  and 
beauty  of  that  day,  when  the  earth 
shall  bloom  again  as  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden  redeemed  from  sin,  and  Zion 
snail  be  called  holy,  and  .all  that  re- 
main in  her  and  in  Jerusalem  &c.  At 
this  time  all  the  wicked  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  the  saints  will  be  few, 
and  further  in  the  Millennium  the 
mortal  saints  who  r emainin  the  flesh, 
at  the  time  of  Christs  comin  g,  will 
multiply  and  replenish  the  earth  See 
Isa  lxv.  20  to  25.  And  those  born 
during  the  Millennium  are  the  ones 
Satan  is  a going  forth  to  tempt  and 
deceive  after  the  Millennium.  See 
Rev.  xx.  7,  8.  It  wil[  be  then  no  dout  t 
as  it  was  in  days  of  0 Id,  a reproach  for 
women  not  to  ge  nerate,  and  bare 
children  but  it  will  be  done  without 
the  Dang,  and  sting  of  sin  at- 
tendant now,  Isa  lxv.  23.  This  I give 
as  my  opinion,  based  upon  the  script- 
ures referred  to. 

There  is  another  point  connected 
with  the  subject  I wish  to  notice,  ie. 
all  marriages  solemnized  in  the  an- 
cient church  was  sealed  by  the  Priest- 
hood for  time  and  eternity  [C.  Rev., 
par.  2.\  Hence  marriages  out  of  the 
Church  is  not  considered  legal  “Re  ye 
not  unequally  yoked  with  unbelievers” 
Marriage  is  a sacred  ordinance,  and 
was  always  solemnized  in  the  church 
by  a man  holding  the  Priesthood,  And 
not  as  the  custom  is  among  the  Gen- 
tiles, for  time  only,  and  not  for  eter- 
nity by  Priesthood  authority,  but  by 
Gentile  Law,  which  makes  this 
kind  of  marriage  legal  only  so  far  as 
the  Jaws  of  man  are  concerned,  in  the 
sight  of  men  and  not  of  God.  [C.  Rev., 
par.  2.\ 

It  is  evident  that  to  seal  contracts 
for  time  and  also  for  eternity  [C.  Rev., 
par.  2.]  it  would  require  the  same 
power  and  authority  that  it  would  to 
baptise.  This  was  the  extent  and 
power  given  to  the  ancient  disciples, 
to  bind  on  earth  and  seal  in  heaven. 
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This  to  was  the  key  to  solve  the  mys- 
tery of  the  question  propounded  by  the 
Saducees,  “Whose  wife  shall  she  be  in 
the  resurrection,  for  all  had  her  to 
wife.”  The  tirst  that  had  her  in  time, 
had  her  also  in  eternity  it  sealed,  or 
the  first  contract  held  good.  The  rest 
had  her  only  in  time.  In  eternity  there 
is  no  marrying-,  [C.  Rev.  par.  4.]  for  the 
marriage  covenant  takes  place  here  in 
time  under  the  law  of  the  Holy  Priest- 
hood 


[“I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  will 
give  unto  thee  the  law  of  my  Holy 
Priesthood. — Celestial  Rev.  par.  11.]  J. 

and  must  remain  when  sealed  by  that 
authority,  for  time  and  eternity." 

But  the  question  might  be  asked  can 
a man  be  sealed  to  more  than  one  wo- 
man ? 1 answer  they  can,  tor  if  a man 
has  several  wives,  and  they  are  all 
dead,  but  one,  he  can  be  sealed  up 
them  all,  by  the  one  living  standing 
up  for  the  dead,  and  thus  acting  by 
proxy,  he  can  claim  them  all  in  the 
resurrection.  As  in  case  of  Baptizing 
the  living  for  the  dead.  And  Here  I 
would  ask  where  would  be  the  .Justice 
of  depriving  the  men  of  the  first,  sec- 
ond or  third  wife,  he  had  been  married 
to  them  all  here  for  time,  and  also  f >r 
eternity,  by  tin  Priesthood,  and  if  not 
in  time  sealed  as  before  mentioned,  for 
the  privilege  is  greater  as  I think  4 
have  clearly  shown,  The  man  loved 
them  all  had  children  by  them  all,  and 
one  was  as  near  and  dear  to  him  as 
the  other.  And  again,  we  shall  not 
lose  the  power  of  recognition  in  the 
eternal  world;  this  will  constitute  our 
nappiness  in  part.  But  cut  one,  two 
or  three  off  from  our  presence  where  is 
the  fulness  of  their  glory-  they  would 
be  lonely  stars,  Paul  said  man  was 
the  head  of  the  woman  as  Oh  ist  is 
head  of  the  Church”  Therefore  man 
is  not  without  the  woman  in  the  lord 
neither  the  woman  without  the  man 
in  the  Lord.  [See  Note  below.] 

Hence  they  are  as  the  Angels,  “not 
marrying  nor  given  in  marriage  in  the 
resurrection.  [C.  Rev  par.  4.]  There- 
fore this  takes  place  before,  and  are  as 


the  Angels  of  God  to  enjoy  each  others 
society,  wives,  children  husband,  Ac 
to  live  and  love  all,  (not  one)  and  this 
makes  us  haDpy.  For  in  the  language 
of  the  Poet. 

“Love  is  the  golden  chain  that  binds  „ 
The  happy  minds  ab  vve” 

And  he’s  an  heir  of  heaven  who  finds 
His  bosom  swell  with  love” 

This  will  exalt  us  to  a Kingdom  of 
power  and  glory,  [C.  Rev.  par.  6\]  for 
Christ  has  promised,  to  those  “who  are 
faithful  over  a few  things  shall  be 
made  ruler  over  many  things” 

Thus  I have  given  a brief  sketch  of 
the  doctrine  that  has  so  loop  racked 
and  distracted  the  Brains  of  Mormon 
Apostates’  And  I have  giv  mTTeTmv 

nwmnnmmnm  in  J 

own  sentiments  ana  upon  my  own  re- 
sponsibility; [ * “placed  under  restric- 
tions.”—Hy  rum  Smith.]  and  L do  not 
wish  the  Church,  or  those  of  my  breth- 
ren the  “twelve’  to  be  charged,  or  made 
responsible  for  them,  for  I am  indebt- 
ed to  no  one  for  the  most  of  the  points 
I have  noticed  above,  But  for  the  fact 
that  I have  been  grossly  misrepresent- 
ed, induced  me  to  give  this  explana- 
tion and  in  this  manner.  I have  always 
represented  and  taught  it , And  while 
I hold  even  the  aslns  and  tomb  of  a 
martyred  Prop  >et,  and  Brother  sacred, 
or  venerate  the  Patriarch  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  siaiu  for  the  cause  of  God, 
and  esteem  Joseph  Smith  as  the  head 
of  this  last  dispensation,  while  I have 
any  regard  for  truth,  or,  or  reverence 
for  the  REVELATION  of  God  and 
the  scriptures  of  divine  truth-  I shall 
contend  for  the  ab jve  faith,  and  senti- 
ments, in  the  manner  1 have  taught 
and  explained  them;  and  applied  them 
to  time  and  place.  In  these  no  doubt- 
I shill  be  misrepre-'ented.  L must  ex- 
pect that  all  manner  of  evil  will  be 
spoken  agains  me,  “falsely  for  Christ 
sake”  ‘For  so  persecuted  they  the 
Prophets  that  were  before  me” 

In  conclusion  on  this  subject  I would 
say  to  husbands  md  wives,  “be  spirit- 
ual minded  is  life  eternal”  Husbands 
respect  and  love  your  wives,  wives 
love  your  husbands,  ahereiug  to  the 
Good  advice?  given  by  the  Apostle 
Peter  1 Epis  iii.  Let  this  be  done  and 


Notb. — The  reader  will  remember 
that  “The  Elders’  Pocket  Companion,” 
by  YV.  Smith,  one  of  the  Twelve,  con- 
tains internal  evidence  of  having  been 
written  in  1844 , and  April  6,  1845, 
Brigham  Young  quoted  these  two 
texts  more  fully  (See  Times  A Seasons 
July  1 , 1845)  and  exclaimed:  “Now 
brethren,  these  are  Paul’s  sayings,  not 
Joseph  Smith’s  spiritual  wife  system 
sayings.”  Joseph  the  younger  has 
sought  to  make  capital  against  Brig- 
ham on  account  of  this  speech  aim  has 
placed  an  unfair  construction  upon  it; 
for  it  is  plain  that  what  was  meant 


was:  You  say  Joseph  Smith  taught  a 
spiritual  wife  doctrine,  now  I tell  you 
Paul  teaches  this  in  the  texts  quoted, 
now  this  is  Paul’s  doctrine.  Tnen  he 
adds:  This  is  Joseph  S midi’s  doctrine 
of  sp'ritual  wives;  or  Paul  ami  Joseph 
teach  the  same  doctrine.  At  any  rate 
this  speech  of  Brigham’s  was  uncle  in 
1845,  some  months  after  William 
Smith’s  “Elders’  Pocket  Companion  ’ 
was  written  and  he  is  answering 
charges  made  against  him  dating  back 
to  the  winter  of  1843-1841.  See  pages 
7 and  8 this  pamphlet. 


18 


■vtll  will  be  well:  we  shall  have  peace  at 
home,  peace  abroa  1 — peace  in  the 
church— peace  among  our  neighbors  - 
peace  in  our  families— peace  in  our 
councils,  and  firesides,  And  we  shall 
have  Spiritual  Blathers,  Spiritual  Moth- 
ers, Spiritual  Brothel's,  Spiritual  Sis- 
ters, Spiritual  husbands,  and’dSpi ritual 
wi ve.r“d~th u s I shall  end  by  in- 
serting . a form  . for  sealing  under  the 
Priesthood  for  time  and  eternity,  for 
the  gratification  of  the  reader 

The  man  standing  on  the  right  of 
the  lady;  with  their  right  hands 
Joined,  The  one  hoi  ung  the  Priest- 
hood and  authority  of  officiating  /and 
sealing  m the  ordinance  standing  be- 
fore them,  Says,  “You  and  both  yon 
{calling  them  by  name)  mutually  agree 
to  be  each  others  companion,  husband 
and  wife;  for  time  and  all  eternity, 
covenanting  to  observe  all  legal  duties, 
and  obligations,  enjoined  upon  you  iu 
tins  marriage  contract,  according  to 
the  law  of  God.  To  stand  by  each 
other,  nourish  & cherish,  each  other  in 
sickness  and  in  health,  in  prosperity, 
and  in  adversity,  To  forsake  all  others, 
and  cleave  unto  each  otoer,  according 
to  the  Power  of  this  covenant  Bond, 
.{including  all*  lawful  exceptions) 
This  ybu  covenant  to  do ? (And  when 
the  parties  shall  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive) i hen  the  man  of  God  shall  say: 
“I  seal  you  up  unto  Internal  life  against 
all  sins , except  the  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost,  'which  is  the  shedding  of 
innocent  blood , 

[See  Celestial  Revelation,  paragraph 
45;  also  as  fo  lows: 

[“ Tne  blasphemy  against  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  shall  not  be  forgiven  in 
.the  world,  nor  out  of  the  world,  is  in 
that  ye  commit  murder,  wherein  ye 
shed  innocent  blood,  and  assent  unto 
my  death,  after  ye  have  received  my 
new  and  everlasting  covenant  saith 
the  Lord  God;  and  he  that  abideth  not 
this  law,  can  in  nowise  enter  into  my 
;glorv,  but  shall  be  damned , saith  the 
Lord.”—  C.  Rev.  par.  10  J.  K.  S.] 

which  sin  I do  not  say  shall  be  for- 
given in  this  world  or  in  the  worid  to 
come’)  To  come  forth  in  the  resur- 
rection of  the  Just, centering  upon  yuii 
the  resurrection  power;  That  no  power 
shall  separate  you,  from  each  others 
society  in  eternity,  exalted  at  (rod’s 
right  hand  To  Ths  ones,  kingdoms, 
Powers  and  dominion, 

[ * “and  shall  inherit  thrones,  king- 
doms. principalities,  and  powers,”  etc. 
— G.  Rev.  par.  0.  L K.  S ] 

with  the  blessings  of  Abraham,  Isaac 
•and  Jacob— and  all  the  Holy  Apostles, 
and  prophets.  And  in  consideration 


of  the  above  covenant,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Holy  Priesthood,  1 con- 
fer upon  you  all  the  blessings  in  com- 
mon with  this  holy  order,  in  time,  and 
also  eternity.  And  iu  the  name  of 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  by  the  authority 
of  Hiis  holy  order  Priesthood  annoint- 
ingiu  the  Laws  of  God,  I pronounce 
you  husband  and  wife.  Even  so  Amen. 

*If  either  dies  reserving  the  priv- 
ilege Oi  marrying  again  here  in  time 
&e.  [-me  note  mark  opposite  col- 
umn.—J.  K.  S.] 

It  is  proper  here  to  state,  that  no 
one  has  authority  to  act  iu  this  holy 
order,  except  he  holds  the  Melcheze- 
deck  Priesthood,  and  has  received  his 
annointmg  and  endowment  to  act  in 
tnis  high,  holy  and  sacred  calling 

\ Here  insert  the  marriage  vow  ( 

} Times  and  Seasons,  May  1,  1844  \ 

We  now  come  to  the  subject  under 
the  third  Head,  viz.  Plurality  Wife 
Doctrine  as  practised  by  the  Ancient 
Prophets  and  Patriarchs’ 

As  a great  deal  has  been  said  in  this 
our  day,  about  pure  religion,  virtue 
and  holiness,  and  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  God,  Let  us  enquire 
what  it  is  ? I believe  virtue  and  . pure 
undefiled  religion,  consists  m obeying 
every  commandment  of  God  and 
hearkening  to  his  holy  laws  with  the 
strictest  obedience  rather  than  to  the 
precepts,  or  proscriptive  views  of  men. 
When  men  and  women  do  this,  they 
are  a virtuous  . and  holy  people  and  if 
all  people  would  only  hearken  to  the 
law  and  commandments  of  God,  there 
would  be  no  need  of  any  the  Laws  of 
men,  and  such  it  will  be  when  Christ 
comes,  See  L [— ] xiv.  11.  We  are 
commanded  to  place  God,  always  first 
in  our  thoughts,  to  adore  and  admire 
him,  above  all  and  his  law  as  supreme, 
and  not  man,  Hence  to  obev  God 
and  not  man  in  whatever  he  shall  com- 
mand, is  our  impearative  duty,  and 
the  work  of  righteousness  virtue  and 
true  holiness  will  be  the  result,  with- 
out, which  no  man  can  see  the  Lord. 

Hence  the  consideration  of  which 
we  are  bound  first  to  God  and  his  law. 
Secondly  to  obey  ail  his  command- 
ments, thirdly,  man  to  be  subject  to 
them,  and  thereby  becoming  prepared 
for  the  Kingdom  of  immortal  Glory, 
and  Joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ” 
which  constitutes,  all  the  principles  of 
mire  religion.  As  we  are  about  to  in- 
troduce the  reader  to  a singular  sub- 
ject and  we  hope  that  he  will  lay  aside 
all  prejudice  .,  and  impar  ially  inves- 
tigate the  same  and  consider  the  words 
of  God  p ramounr  to  men’s  and  of  all 
earthly  consideration. 

But  in  regard  to  the  righteousness 
or  correctness  of  the  Doctrine  prac- 
tised by  the  ancient  Prophets  &c.  I 


shall  leave  the  impartial  reader  to 
Judge  for  himself  (I  shall  not)  but 
leave  you  and  the  Bible  to  contest 
it,  But  as  I before  obseryed,  I give 
my  own  individual  opinion,  (ana  not 
for  an  example  for  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  this  our  day)  That  there 
must  have  been  a law  or  Justification 
[C.  Rev.  par.  1.]  appears  evident,  Do 
not  understand  me,  that  I wish  to  dic- 
tate God  in  his  course,  or  work.  Lt 
is  not  for  me  t > say  what  God  will  do, 
or  what  he  will  not  do.  He  does  as 
he  pleases,  and  works  after  the  coun- 
cil of  his  own  will.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject I will  give  a few  quotations  from 
the  scriptures,  concerning  the  usages 
and  practices  of  some  of  the  Ancients 
Prophets  and  Patriarchs. 

Having  given  my  opinion  on  this 
subject  to  many  already,  and  misrep- 
resentations grown  out  of  it,  which  is 
the  only  apology  I otter  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  article  And  that  the 
grounds  on  which  my  opinion  is 
founded  . might  be  made  manifest, 
First.  Abraham  who  was  the  Fa- 
ther of  many  nations  and  a righteous 
man,  yet  we  find  him  believing  in,  and 
practicing  this  doctrine,  and  does  it 
appear  to  me  (as  before  observed)  there 
must  have  been  a law  of  Justification 
under  which  those  ancient  Prophets 
and  Patriarchs  acted,  if  not  so  they 
were  all  transgressors,  and  the  whole 
tribes  of  Israel,  were  brought  forth  in 
adultery,  Jesus  himself  (according  to 
the  flesh)  sprang  from  the  seed  of 
David,  ttie  House  of  Judah,  yet  Jesus 
was  of  the  lawful  seed. 

We  find  it  recorded  inGenxvi  Chap, 
that  Abraham  had  two  wives,  viz 
tearah  . and  Hagar.  It  appears  that 
Sarah  had  no  children,  and  desired 
Abraham  to  take  Hagar  to  wife  . so 

she  (Sarah  might  obtain by  her, 

so  Abraham  took  Hagar,  Sarah’s  hand- 
maid to  wife,  and  from  her  w?as  born 
Ishmael,— again  we  find  that  Abraham 
had  also  his  concubines.  See  Gen  xxv, 
6,  “But  unto  the  sons  of  the  concu- 
bines which  Abraham  had,  Abraham 
gave  gifts  and  sent  them  away  from 
Isaac  his  son”  &c  Yet  we  find  that 
Abraham  was  beloved  of  the  Lord, 
and  received  the  promise  that  in  him, 
and  his  seed  should  all  the  families  of 
the  Earth  be  blessed.  And  that  the 
Lord  would  bless  them,  that  b essed 
him  (Abraham)  and  curse  them  that 
cursed  him,”  See  G n 1 to  xii.  1 to  3. 
Also  we  find  that  when  Abraham  re- 
turned from  the  s aughter  of  the  Kings. 
Melchisedeck,  Priest  of  the  Most  High 
God  met  him,  blessed  him,  and  admin- 
istered bread  and  wine  unto  him.  Gen 
xiv.  18,20.  Again  Kings  should  come 
from  him,  and  the  whole  land  of  Ca- 
naan, given  to  him  by  the  Lord,  for 
an  everlasting  possession,’  Gen  xvii.  1 


to  10,  also  v 22  where  it  is  recorded 
that  ’‘God  left  off  talking  with  him 
and  went  up  from  Abranam  ” 
Secondly,  Jacob,  [etc.,  etc.] 


It  is  hardly  necessary  to  print  any 

more  of  the  contained  in  the 

third  treaties  of  William  Smith’s,  suf- 
fice it  to  say  the  wdiole  of  the  treaties 
is  an  argument  for  A Law  of  Justifi- 
cation, and  in  order  to  save  time  and 
space  I will  simply  give  a synopsis  of 
the  balance  and  extract  the  import- 
ant parts: 

“Surely  there  must  been  a law  of 
Justification,  or  a special  command- 
ment given,  or  else  they  must  have 
been  illegitimate  children.” 

Thirdly,  cites  Gideon. 

Fourthly,  cites  David. 

Christ  sprang  from  Judah,  etc. 

Fifthly,  cites  Solomon. 

“What  bad  meh  these  must  have 
been,  If  all  is  true  tnat  men  say  in 
these  days  about  Prophets.  For  my 
part  I cannot  see  why  it  is  that  there 
should  be  such  a great  difference 
among  Prophets,  all  are  called  by  the 
same  God  and  inspired  by  the  same 
spirit,  and  governed  by  the  same  law 
For  no  one  will  doubt  1 presume,  but 
that  the  gospel  was  preached  to  Adam, 
Koah,  Abraham,  Moses  Ac. 

Hence  the  strange  singularity  of  the 
above  doctrine  Is  such  I shall  not  at 
tempt  to  explain  but  leave  it  for  more 
skillful  hands  . perhaps  some  of  those 
officious,  knowing  ones,  that  talk  so 
much  about  Spiritual  Wives  Ac  can 
give  us,  some  light  "on  the  subject 
as  they  are  great  on  these  tactics.  To 
solve  these  to  me  inexplicable  prob- 
lems . requires  more  genius  . than  I 
profess  to  be  master  of.  But  so  far 
from  proving  myself  an  Egotist,  a 
Bigot  or  Infidel  to  say  these  were 
wicked  Prophets,  and  abomnable  char- 
acters; would  be  to  dispise  the  script- 
ures and  charge  God  foolishly,  for  he 
says  he  “gave  unto  David  his  master  s 
wives  unto  his  own  bosom -2  team  xii, 
8 and  for  me  to  find  fault  and  rail 
against  the  word  of  the  God  of  Heaven 
would  be  folly  in  the  extreme,  tramp- 
ling under  my  feet  holy  things,  and 
doing  dispite  to  the  spirit  of  his  grace 
1 w'ould  say  to  those  who  do,  in  the 
wmrds  of  the  inspired  writer  “Come 
not  thou  into  my  sanctuary”  No 
doubt  David  sinned  in  the  case  of 
Uriah  the  Hittite  . and  in  taking  to 
hi  in  w ives  of  the  nations  (perhaps) 
that  God  had  commanded  . me  child- 
ren of  Israel,  they  should  not  mingle 
with,  as  in  the  case  of  teolomon— teee 
1 Kings  xi.  1 to  3,  In  the  Book  of 
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Jacob  IN  THE  BOOK  OF  MOR- 
MON  it  is  written,- that  "Davicl- ana 
Solomon  truly  had  many  wives  and 
concubines  . which  thing  was  abomnt- 
ble  before  the  Lord”  “Wheiefore  my 
brethren,  (says  'Jacob)  hear  me  and 
hearken  to  the  word  of  the  Lord:  for 
there  shall  not  any  man  among  you 
have  save  it  be  one  wife;  and  concu- 
bines . he  shall  hive  none:  Foi  I,  the 
Lord  God  deligbteth  in  the  chastity  of 
women.  And  whoredoms  are  an  abom- 
ination before  me;  thus  saith  the  Lord 
of  Hosts”  &c  “FOR  IF  I WILL 

saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts  raise  up  seed 

imlrt I WtGL  COMMAND  MY 
PEOPLE:  otherwise , they  shall 

hearken  unto  these  things. ’” 


"Mene,  mene,  tekel,  upharsin  !” 
Shades  of  “Nephi-Moroni  !”  Great 
Julius  Caesar,  and  snades  of  the  mar- 
tyred Prophet  and  Patriarch! — the 
Royal  Blood  of  Ephraim  accuseth 
the  golden  tablets,  even  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  The  English  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  is  not  strong  enough,  but 
William  Smith,  brother,  of  the  Pro- 
phet Joseph  Smith,  must  underscore 
the  above  words.  William  Smith, 
one  of  the  Twelve,  you  may  under- 
stand "things  unlawful  to  utter,”  as 
did  Paul;  you  may,  like  Paul,  "speak 
in  parables,”  but  you  have  said  to  me 
in  language  that  cannot  be  mistaken 
that  the  Book  of  Mormon  provided  for 
the  introduction  of  the  doctrine  you 
have  been  teaching  in  your  "Elder’s 
Pocket  Companion”  written  in  1844; 
you  have  said  further  to  me— you 
have  said  it  has  beev  commanded. 
Many  may  be  deceived  by  the  sophis 
try  of  Joseph  the  younger,  but  the 
one  man  who  is  picking  your  words 
into  type  will  go  before  the  throne  of 
God  fully  assured  that  you  then  had  a 
knowledge  of  the  Celestial  Revela- 
tion that  was  not  given  to  the  world 
until  August  29,  1852.  The  world 
may  not  heed  my  words,  but  when 
standing  before  the  throne  of  God  in 
Eternal  judgment,  William  Smith  and 
William  Marks  shall  be  my  witnesses, 
and  if  both  of  you  have  lied  to  me 
here  in  time,  God  help  you  both  then 
and  there  in  Eternity. 

Thus  we  see  the  grounds  in  my  esti- 
mation in  which  the  ancient  Prophets 
were  Justified,  that  is,  when  God 
wanted  "to  raise  up  seed  unto  himself, 
he  would  command  his  people”  other- 


wise it  was  an  abomination  in  his 
sight.  But  says  one,  that  is  recorded 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon  What  of  it, 
God  knows.  Angels,  and  men  knows 
that  the  Book  of  Mormon,  is  true,  and 
it  is  of  more  value  to  the  Saints  . being 
translated  by  the  gift  and  power  of 
God  than  the  garbled  trausiati  >n  of 
the  uninspired  linguists  of  King  James, 
Although  we  hold  the  Bible  as  sacred, 
and  perhaps  more  so,  than  any  other 
denomination 

When  1 commenced  this  s ibject  I 
informed  my  reader  that  I was  not 
going  to  lay  down  a precedent . for  any 
one;  and  in  this  I do  not  wish  to  be 
misunderstood.  I have  only  observed 
that  in  my  opinion  there  must  have 
been  a law  of  Justification,  under  the 
dispensation  of  the  ancient  prophets, 
and  I have  given  the  reason  and 
grounds  upon  which  I base  that  opin- 
ion. And  as  such  L freely  and  fairly 
give  it  to  all  people,  "sink  or  swim- 
live  or  die— and  if  l”am  wrong,  it  is 
subject  to  be  contradicted,  by  those 
who  may  please  to  differ  with  my 
opinion.  If  they  can  do  it  on  Bible 
or  scripture  grounds  I have  no  objec- 
tion. I am  not  to  blame,  for  what  is 
written  in  the  Bible,  l did  not  make  it. 
or  translate  it.  And  further  we  are 
comm  aided  "to  search  the  scriptures, 
for  in-  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal 
life,”  and  they  are  they  which  testify 
of  me.”  And  furthermore  . "whatso- 
ever was  written  aforetime,  was  writ- 
ten for  our  profit  and  learning” 

“The  mail  of  God  may  be  • perfect 
thoroughly  furnished  by  every  good 
work,”  God  has  not  spoken,  falsely, 
but  truth  eternal  truth  is  his  law,  and 
commandments,  And  he  is  still  the 
Go^  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac— and  of 
Jacob,  The  God  of  all  the  Holy  Pro- 
phets, and  Apostles  — And  Christ 
said  he  did  not  come  to  do  away  the 
Law  and  the  Prophets  but  to  fulfill 
them.4’  so  let  it  be— Amen. 

As  we  have  now  got  through  with 
the  foregoing  peculiar  subjects,  I shall 
here  insert  for  the  benefit  of  alia  brief 
synopsis  of  the  Faith  [etc.] 


Reader,  two  treaties  from  The  El- 
ders’ Pocket  Companion  are  now  before 
you.  In  the  treaties  named  “Faith,” 
etc.,  he  gives  the  quotation  from  Sec- 
tion 101,  Book  of  Covenants.  Under 
the  head  "Biography”  he  makes  the 
following  historical  statement  of  an 
affair  that  occurred  before  I was  born 
and  of  which  I know  of  no  printed 
record,  while  it  is  possible  that 
there  may  be.  Here  is  the  statement: 

"The  following  * Hymn  was  sung 
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fey  Elders  . Win.  and  D.  0.  Smith,  by 
tne  request  of  their  aged  Father,  while 
on  his  dying  bed,  a few  hours  before 
his  death,”  * * * 

“Where  no  chilling  winds  or  poisonous 
breath 

Disturb  that  peaceful  shore, 

Sickness  and  sorrow,  pain  and  death 
Be  felt  or  feared  no  more.” 

On  his  32d  page  he  gives 

“A  Form  of  Mairiage.  ceremony  for 
time  Book  Cov.  2 E p 439.” 

There  are  things  in  the  treaties  on 
‘‘Baptism  for  the  Dead”  that  appear 
to  me  to  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  Po- 
lygamy in  Eternity  doctrine.  This 
baptism  for  the  dead  doctrine  had  its 
foundation  laid  in  the  revelation  of 
Feb.  16,  1832,  then  it  entered  in  with 
the  revelation  of  Jan.  19,  1841. 
William  Smith,  in  his  first  treaties 
says: 

“It  has  been  revealed  to  our  Prophet 
Joseph,  that  the  sin  against  the  Holy 
Ghost,  is  shedding  innocent  blood.” 

I have  been  unable  to  find  the  above 
expression  in  the  whole  catalogue  of 
Joseph  Smith’s  revelations  published 
in  the  1864  edition  of  the  Book  of 
Covenants.  A “Concordance  and  Ref- 
erence Guide  to  the  Book  of  Cove- 
nants,” published  in  1870  by  the  Re- 
organized Church,  gives  30  citations 
to  the  words  “Holy  Ghost”  and  I have 
found  one  other.  I have  examined 
all  of  these  citations  and  in  none  of 
them  are  the  words  “Holy  Ghost”  con- 
nected with  the  words,  ‘ shedding  in- 
nocent blood;”  nor  by  the  aid  of  this 
Concordance  can  I fi  id  any  such  ex- 
pression in  the  Book  of  Covenants. 
Where  shall  we  look  for  it  then? 
Why,  here  it  is  in  the  Celestial  Rev- 
elation, standing  out  like  the  brand 
upon  the  slayer  of  Abel ! Here  it  is 
again  in  Governor  Ford’s  message  in 


parti  Here  it  is  again  in  “The  Eiders’ 
Pocket -Com  pan  ion  !”  It  is  the  bloody 
footprint  by  which  William  Smith 
has  betrayed  his  brother  Joseph 
Smith  as  the  author  of  the  Celestial 
Revelation.  It  is  the  connecting  link 
between  William  Smith’s  “Elders’ 
Pocket  Companion”  and  Joseph 
Smith’s  Polygamy  Revelation  known 
as  the  Celestial  Revelation. 


Reader,  I believe  I have  success- 
fully defended  “the  Devil”  (Brigham 
Young).  I have  also  proven  that  Benj- 
amin VVinchester  was  most  foully  and 
shameful  y “cut  off”  Sept.  6,  1844,  for 
accusing  the  Royal  Blood  of  teaching 
Polygamy.  It  now  remains  for  me 
to  defend  myself — my  statement  is 
printed,  and  now — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Reorganized 
Church,  call  your  council  and  send 
as  delegates  R.  M.  Elvin,  W.  H.  Kel- 
ley and  James  Caffall,  or  three  like 
honorable  men,  to  investigate  this 
matter,  and  “in  the  name  of  all  that 
is  virtuous,  lovely,  or  of  good  report” 
don’t  cry  “Fraud”  until  you  have  so 
done,  Your  money  has  been  spent 
freely  in  efforts  to  convict  Brigham 
Young;  now,  if  “The  Eiders’  Pocket 
Companion”  is  genuine,  he  is  proven 
innocent,  for  it  proves  almost  every 
paragraph  of  the  Celestial  Revelation 
that  was  not  published  for  nearly 
eight  year  after  this  important  church 
document  was  written  and  not  until 
two  years  and  more  after  it  came 
into  my  father’s  possession.  Come, 
but  don’t  come  with  deceit  in  your 
hearts,  for  the  laird  will  defeat  you. 
Come,  gentlemen,  come,  the  latch 
string  is  out  and  the  documents 
written. 

John  K.  Sheen, 

York,  Nebraska. 

October,  1889. 
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